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The guide was created as part of the "No Statute of
Limitations: Routes of Memory to the Sites of Nazi
Cenocide Against Civilians in Russia and Abroad"
project.

The project aims to preserve the truth about the
crimes committed by the Nazis and their collabora-
tors against civilians during the Great Patriotic War
as manifestations of genocide policy, as well as to
fosteramong young people a rejection of Nazismin
all its forms by engaging with significant memorial
complexes and sites of memory both in the Russian
Federation and abroad.

As part of the project, travel guides and audio guides
to memorial sites have been created in Russian, En-
glish, and German to facilitate their widespread use
in tourism, education, and civicengagement:

1. Ravensbriick Memorial(Germany)
2. Maidanek Memorial (Poland)

3. "Krasny" Concentration Camp Memorial (Re-
public of Crimea)

4. "Dulag-100" Memorial (Pskov Oblast)
5. "Hatsun" Memorial Complex (Bryansk Oblast)

6. Zhestyanaya Gorka Memorial Complex
(Novgorod Oblast)

7. Zmievskaya Balka Memorial Complex (Rostov
Oblast)

8. "Peski”" Memorial (Republic of Karelia)

9. Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery (St. Peters-
burg)

10."Dulag-126" Memorial Complex (Smolensk
Oblast)

11. Ksty Memorial Complex (Tver Oblast)

The project seeks to counter historical falsification
and improve access to knowledge about the geno-
cide of civilians perpetrated by the Nazis and their
accomplices. Its practical novelty and value lie in
the creation of unique audio and textual content
that can be used not only within Russian society
but also integrated into international discourse,
influencing interpretations of World War Il events
in Western countries and the U.S. and exposing the
true nature of Nazism.

The project was implemented by the Agency for
Social Projects "Culture. Education. Science" with
the support of the Presidential Grants Foundation.



LHEGTYANAYA GORKA,
NOVGOROD REGION
(COORDINATES 58.643646,
50.772485 )

Dmitry Astashkin, Candidate of Historical
Sciences, Associate Professor, Senior
Researcher at the St. Petersburg Institute of
History of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Senior Researcher at the Museum of Defense
and Siege of Leningrad

- Information about the memorial

The museum and memorial complex was estab-
lished in 2020 with the supportof the Adminis-
tration of the President of the Russian Federation
and the Government of the Novgorod Region. The
memorial group of the Dolina Search Expedition,
on behalf of the head of the region, organized the
design and creation of the memorial, which was
opened on October 22, 2020.

At the opening ceremony, Governor of the Novgorod
Region Andrey Nikitin addressed the participants
of the solemn ceremony with a message from the
President of the Russian Federation:

“The opening of the memorial complex dedicated

to civilians who died at the hands of the Nazis on
Novgorod land isan event of great importance for

our society and for the whole of Russia. We will never
forget how much grief and suffering the war brought,
what an irreplaceable, terrible price theSoviet

people paid for the freedom and independence of the
Motherland. Let's not forget that it was his courage,
unprecedented strength of spirit, steadfastness and
inflexibility that ensured peace on the planet. This
memory is sacred both for the generation of victors and
for those who were born after the war.

The village of Zhestyanaya Gorka is one of the places
of mass executions committed in the Novgorodregion.
Thousands of Russians, Gypsies, and Jews were
brutally tortured here, sentenced only for the fact

of their existence. The executioners did not spare

children, the elderly, or pregnant women. These crimes
have no statute of limitations and will forever remain
in the people's memory.

Our common duty is to resist any attempts to justify
the murderers, to present the invaders, punishers,
collaborators as innocent hostages of circumstances,
to replace the facts with hypocritical lies. We must
constantly and persistently restore historical justice.

And that is why the long-term, dedicated work

of Russian search teams, scientists and historians,
representatives of the Ministry of Defense, the
Investigative Committee— all those who helped
create this memorial complex, participated in the
preparation of the open trial of Nazi war criminals

in the village of Batetsky, who contribute to the
implementation of the project "Without a Statuteof
Limitations"—is so important, restores the names
of soldiers, officers and the fate of civilians killed by
punishers in the territories occupied by the Nazis. We
will always defend the Great Victory, its creators, its
heroes, and fight for the historical truth for the sake of
all those who crushed Nazism."

On the territory of the memorial there are two
graves opposite each other. The first grave con-
tains soldiers, the second-civilians executed by the
invaders. Accordingto the authors of the project,
the graves should resemble the irregular shape of
an angel's wings. The memorial complex near the
village of Zhestyanaya Gorka in the Batetsky dis-
trict of the Novgorod region is not quite ordinary.
Here are the mass graves of Red Armysoldiers who
defended and liberated our land from the Nazi in-
vaders, partisans and mass graves of civilians who
were innocently killed in this place during the Great
Patriotic War. In total, more than 840 dead soldiers
of the Red Army found eternal rest in this place.

The central object of the complex is the sculptural
composition "Grieving Mother", installed with the
support of the Russian Military Historical Society.
This is the first monument in Russia created as part
of the "No Statute of Limitations" project, which
tells about the tragedy of civilians during the Great
Patriotic War.

From the description of the monument:

"The main part of the sculptural composition is
reached by a road paved with stone, symbolizing the



path of the Savior to Golgotha— the place of suffering
and death. The road ends with the cross on which He
was crucified. But the cross does not exist physically
— with the help of two pylons located along the
central axis of the sculptural composition, the free
space is formed into an Orthodox cross, through which
theviewer sees the sky and sunlight. It is a symbol of
the gateway to the Kingdom of Heaven, a place where
human souls who have endured earthly suffering find
peace. The material of the pylons is wood that has been
specially treated for rotting and burned in a fire, which
is associated with a wooden barrack in which the
occupants burned the civilian population and wounded
prisoners of war alive. Wooden pylons are made of
20-centimeter timber with an internal metal frame,
and have a complex cone-shaped plan. The leftpylon

is higher than the right one and has a bevel that
repeats the bevel of the lower crossbar on the cross
itself. In the Orthodox tradition, in one interpretation,
the tilt of the lower crossbar symbolizes two robbers
crucified next to Christ, of which the right one, having
managedto open his heart again and accepted the
Savior, repented — and the Lord said to him:"today you
will be with me in Paradise." And the one on the left,
filled with anger and hatred, was cast down to hell. It
symbolizes the moral choice of eachperson—to keep
in his heart the love for his loved ones and his people,
sharing with them the hardships and adversities, or to
destroy his immortal soul, creating evil in the world
and multiplying suffering. The center of the sculptural
composition is a bronze figure of a mothersheltering
her child from danger. Even at the last moment, all the
thoughts and aspirations of a woman are directed to
save her child. The exposed elbow of the hand, covering
the child, is a kind of shield and repeats in plan the
bend of the lower part of the pedestal. According to the
search teams that conducted the work, the remains of
a pregnant woman killed by the Nazis were found at
the burial site. The figure of a woman with a child is
not only a symbol of the Mother of God-the intercessor
or the Motherland-the mother who saves her children
from adversity, but also withan obnoxious image of all
women and children whose remains were found during
the autopsy of graves at the place of execution in the
Zhestyanaya Gorka area. When creating the image of
a woman, Soviet posters from the Great Patriotic War
period were taken as a basis. The pedestal is made of

unpolished granite and the tone is as close as possible
to the color of the charred wood on the gate to visually
form one with the pylons. The diamond-shaped shape
of the pedestal, which echoes the curve of the woman's
arm, is a kind of offensive wedge that destroys evil and
symbolizes the spiritual struggle of our people against
the aggressor."

Description of the territory
of the memorial

In May 2005, Archbishop Leo of Novgorod and
Staraya Russa consecrated one of the places ofmass
burial, as it was planned to lay the foundation
stone of the future chapel in honor of the icon of
the Mother of God "Joy to All who sorrow". At the
same time, a sign with a cross was installed: "In this
land are the remains of 2,600 civilians who were
martyred at the hands of executioners during the
Nazi occupation.” In 2010, at the initiative of the
Batetsky District Administration, veterans of the
District Council of Veterans of the Batetsky District
and Veliky Novgorod, a memorial sign about inno-
centvictims of fascism was installed near one of the
mass graves.

On June 22, 2011, the Jewish community of Veliky
Novgorod erecteda memorial stone for the vic-
tims of the Holocaust at Zhestyanaya Gorka. On
the stone are inscriptions in Hebrew (“In memory
of the Jews who were killed during World War 117)
andin Russian (“The old and young, those who were
killed and those who are alive—All together, all to-
gether—and grandfathers and grandchildren..”)..

Then there is the burial of the remains of the vic-
tims (discovered during search operationsin 2019).
The names of the victims that the investigation was
able to establish are written on the slabs. Also on
theslab there isa general inscription: "Here are the
remains of women, old people and children brutally
murdered in 1941-1943 by Hitler's executioners.
Eternal memory to the victims of fascism!"

Part of the memorial is a military burial site. It is
preceded by an information board with the inscrip-
tion "Mass grave of soldiers of the Soviet Army, partisans
and victims of fascism who died during the Great Patriot-
ic War 0f1941-1945." The object was created in 1944
in memory ofthe Soviet Army soldiers and partisans
who died in the battles for the liberation of the Ba-



tetsky district in 1941-1944. More than 840 dead
soldiers of the Red Army are buried here, including
soldiers and partisans reburied over the past 60
years from the following settlements: Zhestyan-
aya Gorka village, Bor village, Velegoshchi village,
Volnaya Gorka village, Volnoye Zagorye village,
Volny Kusoni village, Dubrovka village, Kromy vil-
lage, Lugsko village, Lyubolyady village, Lyubunitsy
village, Mokritsy village, v. Myselka, v. Nekhino, v.
Ochno, v. Raglitsy, v. Radoli, v. Terekhani, v. Hipov-
ino. The occupied area is 17006 sq. m. The object is
protected by the state. Persons who have caused
damage to a military burial site bear administrative,
criminal and other liability in accordance with the
legislation of the Russian Federation.”

For many decades, the village of Zhestyanaya Gor-
ka was not conducted any research. In April 2019,
at the scientific conference "Without a statute of
limitations”, held in Veliky Novgorod, scientists pro-
posed to clarify the archival dataof ye. The search
battalion of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian
Federation and the Dolina Search Expedition con-
ducted a second exhumation in 2019, during which
the remains of 521 people were recovered, including
187 remains of children and adolescents aged 5 to
17 years.

In October 2020, the Soletsky District Court recog-
nized the murders of 581 civilians committed by
the Nazis in the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka as
genocide.

In September 2020, the museum and memorial
complex in the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka was
transferred to the State Museum of Art Culture of
the Novgorod Land.

Recommended travel and sightseeing
routes for visitors

The Novgorod Region tourist portal, created by the
Government of the Novgorod region, offers sever-
al tourist tours to Zhestyanaya Gorka. Two routes
start from Veliky Novgorod (in 1947, the Novgorod
Open Court of 1947 was held here, where they were
also tried for executions at Zhestyanaya Gorka) to
Zhestyanaya Gorka. Another route leads from Luga,
where the famous Luga border passed, through
the village of Batetsky, which in 2022 became the
venue for the trial, the first in a series of similar ones
("To recognize the newly discovered crimes commit-
ted in 1942 and 1943 in the village of Zhestyanaya
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Gorka in the Batetsky district as genocide of nation-
aland ethnic groups"). In all these places there are
many military graves, showing the fierceness of the
fightingin 1941 and 1944.

1 route (1 option) (Veliky Novgorod-Zhestyanaya
Gorka village): history of the village Zhestyanaya
Gorka-military burial-burial of civilians-sculpture
" Grieving mother——memorial stone to the vic-
tims of fascism-memorial stone from the Jewish
community to compatriots.

Route 1 (option 2) (Veliky Novgorod — Zhestyan-
aya Gorka village-v. Voronino-Kositskoe village):
Zhestyanaya Gorka Memorial—v. Voronino (mili-
tary Memorial) —Kositskoe village (mass grave of
residents of Doskino villages burned alive).

Route 2 (Luga— v.Batetsky — Zhestyanaya Gorka
village-Kositskoe-Novoe Ovsino): Zhestyanaya
Gorka Memorial —v. Voronino (military memo-
rial) — Kositskoe village (mass grave of residents
of Doskino, Tanina Gora and other villages burned
alive)—Novoe Ovsino village (monument in honor
of the reunification of the partisans of the 5th bri-
gade and Soviet troops) .

The route of the memorial itself is the audio tour
"Moaning Earth". It was established in 2022 as part
of the project of the Interregional Public Organiza-
tion for Promoting the Protection of Human Rights
and Patriotic Education of Citizens "Novgorodskaya
Zemlya", supported by the Presidential Fund for Cul-
tural Initiatives. The Novgorod Theater and Cultural
Agency and director Daniil Donchenko worked on
the creation of the audio tour.

Historical information about the
events that took place at the

memorial site and related events

Batetsky district of the Leningrad region was estab-
lished on August1,1927. The center of the district,
consisting of 24 village councils, was the growing
settlement of Batetsky near the village of Batets-
ko. Near the railway station, two-storybuildings
of the district executive committee and the house
of culture, a communication center and a second-
ary school were built, and a hospital was also built.
Before the Great Patriotic War, almost 30 thou-

! https://novgorod.travel/routes/zhestyanaya-

gorka-dorogoy-pamyati-i-skorbi/



sand people lived in Batetsky district in 180 settle-
ments. One of them was the most ordinary village
Zhestyanaya Gorka in the Raglitsky village Council.

Batetsky district was agricultural: there were 156
collective farms and one state farm. But there
were also a few industrial enterprises: a lime fac-
tory, a creamery, two machine and tractor stations,
a power plant, and gravel development was carried
out. Behind the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka there
were several quarries and residents and various or-
ganizations came there from all over the district to
extract building materials (sand, gravel).

During the occupation, these pits became mass
graves. The war was held like a skating rink in the
district, because the Nazis paid special attention
to actions on the north-western sector of the front
in the direction of Leningrad. Here, in the Batetsky
district, the main railway and highway routes to
Leningrad and Novgorod passed. As a result, from
August 1941 to February 1944, the Batetsky district
was completely captured by Nazi troops.

OnJuly 11,1941, trains of Leningraders of the Kirov
Division of the People's Militia arrived at Batets-
kaya station to protect the Luzhsky defensive line.
Parts of the German motorized rifle 56th motorized
corps of General Manstein moved along the Shelon
River. The Nazis were particularly persistentin the
areas occupied by the militia. On August 15, 1941,
the Nazis broke into the Batetskaya station. The
militia came out to the village of Belaya and dug
in. The enemy pressed the weakened units, but
local residents brought the militia who survived
the battles through the swampy swamps to Yam-
Tesovo and Oredezh. In September 1941, the Kirov
Divisionof the People's Militia was transformed into
the 44th Rifle Division of the 4th Army, it became
aregular unitand continued to fight on the fronts of
the Great Patriotic War. And in the Batetsky district,
partisan detachments began to operate. They raid-
ed the Nazis in the village of Melkovichi, destroyed
the economic team, smashed cars, seized weapons.
The actions of partisans and underground fighters
aroused the hatred of the invaders and the desire
to take revenge on the innocent.

Vera Mikhailovna Vasilyeva and her husband Pyotr
Semyonovich Vasiliev were born in 1923 in the Ba-
tetsky village of Myselka, 10 km north of Zhestyan-
aya Gorka. From the memoirs of Vera Vasilyeva:

"..I remember when | was eighteen, when the war

mixed up all the pre-war past— and my seven

classes, and working as a salesman in a store. Soon the
Germans entered our Village. They weren't allowed
out of the village without a pass. My future husband
and | got married in the occupation—they said that
cars are not stolen to Germany. But in November
1940f the 3rd, my husband and | joined a partisan
detachment. We, the young people, go to the partisans,
and the Germans immediately go to interrogate their
parents. Where, they say, have your young people
gone? Almost got shot. And the village was burned.
Only | found out about it after the war. In a partisan
detachment, weare taught how to handle a rifle and

a submachine gun, the basics of demolition work.
Then we were at our posts, participated in operations,
and went on reconnaissance. On the Oredezh—
Batetskaya section of the railway, trains counted
where and with what equipment they were going and
what they were returning with.

| especially remember the battle in the village of
Raglitsy, when we released prisoners. That's where
there was plenty of shooting! In Raglici, the Germans
had a great force, much against such a head-on.

But still our prisoners were released... And with my
husband Pyotr Semyonovich, we still met in the

war. He was liberating the Batetsky district. And

we had a chance to meet in Kirov. We were sent to
get more supplies, and he was lying wounded in the
Kirov hospital. Soon after, even before the Victory, he
returned home as an invalid...">.

The liberation of the Batetsky district took place in
January 1944 during the Novgorod-Luga operation>.
From the memoirs of Colonel-General Ivan Sergeevich
Katyshkin: "On the evening of January 20, on the

eve of the start of the second stage of the Novgorod-
Luga operation, the front headquarters sent us its
next directive. It noted that the troops of the Volkhov
Front strike group captured the city of Novgorod

and are successfully developing an offensive to the
west. The task of the 59th Army is to strike the main
blow through Batetskaya on Luga in order to cut the

2 Nadezhda Prokopchuk, Volnaya Gorka village, wrote

down her memories and sent a photo.

& https://pamyat-naroda.ru/heroes/podvig-chelovek_

kartoteka1010438986/?static_hash=bcf6955c95812da3fa4838
aco68azeefvz
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Batetskaya— Pushkin and Luga— Krasnogvardeysk
railways as quickly as possible—."

For the liberation of Novgorod, 50 military units
were awarded the honorary title "Novgorod".
Among them was the 65th Rifle Division under
the command of Colonel Grigory Evstafyevich Ka-
linovsky. On January 28—29,1944, the division occu-
pied the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka and liberated
Luga.

Among the fighters of the division was Anton Pav-
lovich Bolgarsky*. He was born in1902 in the village
of Oksovo, Tikhvin District, Novgorod Province. In
1941, he was called up by the Dregelsky district mil-
itary commissariat. Private, rifleman of the 311th
Joint Venture of the 65th Rifle Division of the Len-
ingrad and Volkhovfronts. Participated in the bat-
tles in the area of the village of Mga, D. Voronovo.
During the offensive near the village of Zhestyan-
aya Gorka on January 29, 1944, he was seriously
wounded, received a complete defeat of the right
eye. After being wounded, he was treated in the
evacuation hospital 1734. After being discharged
from the hospital, he was declared unfit for military
service, became a disabled person of the Great Pa-
triotic War of the 1st grade. OnJuly 22,1945, he was
awarded the Order of Glory of the 3rd art.for his feat
at Zhestyanaya Gorka. Anton Pavlovich Bolgarsky
survived, but hundreds of soldiers died liberating
this land.

By the time the enemy was drivenout, there were
only 5,070 inhabitants in the Batetsky district,
about 150,000 were driven to Lithuania, and thou-
sands were destroyed. In the fire of war, 4426 resi-
dential buildings of the district were burned down.
So, at Zhestyanaya Gorka 13 houses out of 25 were
burned. The remaining farms were looted. Who
committed these crimes?

In order to systematically destroy people in the oc-
cupied territory, the Nazis created 16 Einsatzkom-
mando (Einsatzkommando) from 120 to 150 people
each, totaling 2,700 and 3,000 people. According to
the instructions of the High Command of the Land
Forces of July 5, 1939, which were agreed with the
SS, the Einsatzkommando was to conduct "a fight
against all elements hostile to the Reich in enemy territo-
ry in the rear of the fighting forces." In the occupied ter-
ritory, the invaders established a brutal "new order".
Councils were introduced, prefects were appointed,

4 https://clck.ru/aMqrfU

and police detachments were created. Three Teil-
kommandounits were set (Teilkommando) nearim-
portant roads in Gatchina, Tosno, and Zhestyanaya
Gorka to eliminate all suspicious elements in the
rear of the German 18th Army. The Teilkommando
was so called because it was part of the“Teil” of the
Nazi military-terrorist Einsatzkommando, which
was engaged in clearing the territory.

For punitive actions in the area of Zhestyanaya
Corka, the occupation authorities created in early
1942 in Riga the Tailkommando Einsatzkommando
1u (1cof the Einsatzgruppe A of the Security Police
and SD (Einsatzgruppe A der Sicherheitspolizei und
des SD). The members of the tailkommando were
natives of the Latvian SSR: ethnic Latvians, Baltic
Germans and ethnic Russians. As a rule, they de-
serted from the Red Army immediately after the
start of the war and went over to the enemy side.

From Riga, a tail team (numbering more than 20
people) arrived in the village of Zhestyanaya Cor-
ka in the Leningrad region to clear the territory of
all suspicious persons, it did not have any combat
missions. Zhestyanaya Gorka Tailkommando was
led by officers of German and Austrian origin: SS
Obersturmfuhrer Abram (Karl Abram, born March
8,1909 in Innsbruck, head of Einsatzkommando 1b
and Einsatzkommando 2 in Einsatzgruppe A, later
an officer in the Auschwitz concentration camp),
SS Obersturmfuhrer Aman, SS Hauptscharfuhrer
Zitzmann Hermann, Unterscharfuhrer Fischer Paul,
Rotenfuhrer SS Winkler Herman.

The German command often assigned the most
dirty and bloody "work"to the punishers from Riga.
So the village of Zhestyanaya Gorkabecame one of
the places of mass destruction of civilians and cap-
tured Red Army soldiers in the north-west of Russia.
The commander of the tailkommando was granted
unlimited rights in the fight against partisans and
repression among the local Soviet population. Ille-
gal arrests and shootings were carried out without
any judicial proceedings.

The goal of the Zhestyanaya Gorka tailkomman-
do was to establish the security of the rear of the
German Army by destroying partisans, repressing
them, torturing them, and shooting suspicious lo-
cals. The corpses of the executed were put in order
in pre-prepared pits, covered with a thin layer of
snow, and then new victims were shot in the same
pits. The shooting was carried out half a kilome-
ter behind the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka. Vic-
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tims were brought from Novgorod, Oredezhsky,
Batetsky, Luzhsky, Gatchina districts. Cypsies, like
Jews, were exterminated only on the basis of their
nationality. The wife of Yakov Masalsky, a settled
Gypsy from the village of Labozhi (4 km away), was
captured by the Germans on the street and shot
here without questioning. Since she did not return
home, Yakov and his eldest son went to look for her.
They were also captured. The boy (about 8—9 years
old) had his throat cut in front of his father, and
Yakov was shot.

Alexandra Anisimovna Nikolaeva, a resident of the
village of Zhestyanaya Gorka, recalled:

"Approximately at the beginning of 1942, in the
winter, in the village of Tserkov. Zhestyanaya Gorka

a team of SD punishers arrived. During 1942—1943,
this team—systematically, almost daily, engaged in
the execution of Soviet citizens. Arrested and detained
citizens were interrogated, as a rule, in the housesx,
which previously belonged to the village residents
Stepan Vasilyev (deceased), Natalia Vasilyeva and
Andrey Dyatlov. After interrogating the prisoners,

the punishers took them outside the village and shot
them about 400—500 meters from the village. The
interrogations of the arrestedwere accompanied by
beatings, and during the interrogations, the screams
and groans of the beaten were heard in the village.
Once, in the winter of 1942, | was skiing with other
teenagers outside the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka
and witnessed how the punishers were leading

two girls to the place of execution, oneof them was

a blonde, the other a brunette with short-cropped hair.
Their clothes were torn. Leading these girls to the place
of execution, the punishers did not shoot at them, but
stabbed them with daggers. We were about 15 0—200
meters away from the place of execution of these girls,
and we could clearly see how the punishers killed

the girls with daggers. | also remember the second
case when SD punishers led Gypsies to the place of
execution for the village. | don't remember how many
gypsies there were, but there were young children
among them. At that time, | was in the midd|e of
clearing snow from the road, and | could clearly see
how the punishers were driving the Gypsies out of the
village to the place of execution. From us, who were
working on the road, there was a distance of about
100-150 meters from what was happening. The

punishers, having shot the gypsies, returned back to
the villages."

Resident M. V. Belinskaya said:

"Personally, | was an eyewitness when Fedorova
Natalia Filippovna, her husband Buich Simon
Osipovich and son Fyodorov Anatoly Vasilyevich

were shot. Natalia was the chairman of a collective
farm before the war, and like her husband, she was

a member of the Communist Party. | know that
before they were shot, they were personally forced

to dig a hole 400 meters from our house outside the
village, and then they were shot in the same hole.
This incident took place in the winter time, and soon
dfter thepunitive detachment entered our village,

| think they were shot very first. | saw them being

led and escorted by Latvians, about 4—5 people, they
were armed, | didn't know their identity at that time,
and therefore | can't point out now who exactly led
and shot Natalia Fedorova, her husband and son, but
I claim that they were Latvians. | personally heard
shots and Natalia's screams, | saw Natalia's son
Anatoly running, he was shot at, but still managed to
escape and, as far as | know, he is currently alive, butl
can't specify where he lives... | heard that the Latvians
killed a Gypsy woman over the head with a rifle butt.
Vasilyeva heard this from the Latvians themselves who
lived in her house, and they scoffed at this incident,
they were very happy, as a gypsy woman died in
agony..."®.

A resident of the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka Al-
exandra Anisimovna Nikolaeva told:

"During interrogations in the village, screams and
groans of the beaten were heard. Once, in the winter
0f1942, | was skiing outside the village and witnessed
(and she was a teenager at that time) how the
punishers led two girls to the place of execution, where
the punishers stabbed them with daggers»’."

2 Testimony of witness Nikolaeva A. A. about the

shootings of civilians near the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka
on November 22,1966.

6 From the explanatory note of witness

Belinskaya M. V. about the shootings of civilians near the
village of Zhestyanaya Gorka dated July 28,1968.

u Archive of the FSB Directorate for the Novgorod

region. 7/141. 1. 229.



Among the victims were Jewish and Roma fam-
ilies, detained partisans, Red Army soldiers who
were escaping from the encirclement, and civilians,
including women and children. As a rule, those ar-
rested and detained during interrogations were
subjected to tortures and tortures, and sometimes
they were killed during interrogation. Thecries of
people being tortured were clearly audible in the
village. It was possible to observe how the punish-
ers of the SD took the beaten people to the place
of execution. The pits into which the corpses of the
executed were dumped were sometimes left open,
and many local residents saw them.

From the report of the interrogation of witness

S. V. Vasiliev about the atrocities of the German
invaders on the territory of the village of Zhestyanaya
Gorka, Batetsky district, on November1,1947:

"The atrocities took place in the village of Zhestyanaya
Gorka, committed by the commandant's office,

which was located in the village of Tin Gorka in my
house. The Germans mercilessly shot Soviet civilians
Henodnot far from the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka,
who were shot in prepared pits in advance before being
shot. I saw 6 such pits. Of these, 3 pits are located
150—200 meters from the village of Zhestyanaya
Gorka and 3 pits about 800 meters along the road
from Zhestyanaya Gorka in the direction of the village
Terekhani"®.

At least 2,600 victims were buried in the grave pits
near Zhestyanaya Gorka (this number is recorded in
the verdict of the Military Tribunal of the Leningrad
Military District of December 18, 1947): Jews, gyp-
sies, Soviet prisoners of war, civilians, communists
and Soviet activists. Also, the victims were the res-
idents of the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka—some
were killed, the rest were taken to forced labor in
Lithuania, and all the houses and buildings were
burned. However, the exhumation of 15-16 Novem-
ber1947 was carried outin a hurry, only a part of the
graves were opened, so the real number of victims
may be higher.

On December 4,1942, the Zhestyanaya Gorka Tail-
kommando was abolished as such and incorporated
into the General Staff (Field commandant's office)
in Oredezh as Aussenstelle (that s, it became a divi-
sion of the Oredezh Tailkommando). After the reor-

€ GANO. F R-2025. Cl1/1. L. 107.

ganization, the gendarmerie group No. 438 (based
in the neighboring village of Chernoe) under the
command of Munch from the 38th Army Corps was
also engaged in executions in Zhestyanaya Gorka. In
19421943, some of the punishers from Zhestyanaya
Corka were sent to Einsatzkommando 1b (Herbert
Burgdorf's group in the Pskov village of Loknya) and
the village of Natalyevka in the Leningrad region
(since November1942, the headquarters of Einsatz-
gruppe A was located there). In the fall of 1943, the
punishers arrived in the village of Oredezh in the
Leningrad region, then in the town of Pachkovka
in the Pskov region, from there-to the territory of
Latvia. Thus, punishers from the Zhestyanaya Gorka
tailkommando committed crimes in the vast terri-
tory of the North-West of the USSR.

Already in the first months after liberation in1944.
The Soviet side began to collect evidence of mass
shootings. Thus, witness |. M. Bolshakov gave the
following testimony: "In our village Zhestyanaya
Gorka, where | lived during the occupation, there was
a punitive detachment of the German SS troops for more
than two years, in 19411943, which made arrests of
peaceful Soviet citizens: communists, activists, partisans
and prisoners of war of the Red Army, and mass murders
of Soviet citizens. executions of arrested persons... Behind
the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka there are 4 pits with
corpses of buried people»°."

In December1944, an act was drawn up by the Com-
mission for assistance in the workof the CHEKA (the
Extraordinary State Commission for the Establish-
ment and Investigation of the atrocities committed
by the Nazi invaders and their Accomplices and the
damage they caused to citizens, collective farms,
public organizations, state enterprises and insti-
tutions of the USSR):

"A detachment of SS troops located in the named
village From October 1941 to 1943, he carried out
mass arrests and executions of Soviet citizens,
communists, Soviet activists and Red Army prisoners
of war. Punishers of Soviet citizens after their arrest
were brought in groups and alone to the village of
Zhestyanaya Gorka. Here, some of those arrested were
briefly interrogated and tortured. Some people were
immediately shot without questioning. The corpses of
the executed citizens were put in order in pre-prepared

& Quoted. by: Petrov M. N. The Secret War on the
Novgorod land. — Veliky Novgorod: CPI NovGU named
after Yaroslav the Wise, 2005. — p. 155.



pits, covered with a thin layer of snow, and then shot
again and buried in the same pits. The shooting was
carried out half a kilometer beyond the village of, to
the left of the road leading out of Zhestyanaya Gorka
the village»™."

Various categories of victims are buried in the
Zhestyanaya Gorka: Jews, Gypsies, Soviet prisoners
of war, civilians, communists and Soviet activists.
Also, the victims were the residents of Zhestyanaya
Gorka village themselves—some were killed, the
rest were taken to forced labor in Lithuania, and all
the houses and buildings were burned.

The bodies of the victims were examined on No-
vember15—16,1947. a forensic medical expert com-
mission consisting of the Chief forensic medical
expert of the Leningrad Military District, Professor
Andrey Pavlovich Vladimirsky, and the chief phy-
sician of the Raglitskaya Hospital, Polina Petrovna
Kuznetsova. They drew up an Act of excavation and
inspection of pit graves in the area of the villages of
Zhestyanaya Gorka and Black Batetsky district on
November15—16,1947:

"Excavations of pit graves were made: 1) in the village
Zhestyanaya Gorka Raglitsky Selsoviet Batetsky district
of the Novgorod region and 2) in the village Chernaya
Chernovsky Selsoviet of the same district and region.
South-west of the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka, 400
meters away, in the town of “At Maryina Roscha” " six
pits-graves filled with corpses of various preservation
were opened. Corpses lie in various positions: heads in
one direction, in opposite directions, obliquely, in a ly-
ing position, face up, face down, in a lateral position,
half-sitting and bent positions. Many of the corpseswere
still wearing winter clothing, autumn clothing, hats,
overalls, and shoes. When measuring the pit graves, they
turned out to be: 4 2/3 meters long, 4 meters wide and 3
meters deep. Below is a description of the corpses made
by the forensic medical expert commission: 1. The body of
an unknown man, about 25 years old, without clothes.
On the occipital part of the head, an entrance bullet hole
with a diameter of 0.9 cm was found. Exit hole at the
outer end of the left brow arch. Soft tissues and internal
organs were only partially preserved. [...] The forensic
Medical Examination Commission, after examining the
above number of corpses and making brief notes about
it, concluded that it was inappropriate to describe all the
corpses present in the six indicated pits-graves, given the

10 The State Archive of the Novgorod region. E

R-1793. CI 1/7. L. 68.
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same type of damage.

Examination bythe forensic expert commission of corpses
in pits-graves near the village. In Chernovsky Village
Council of the same district, three pit graves are located
southwest of the church in the specified village. Pit graves
are located at a distance of about 200 meters from the
church in the town of Borovina. Each of the pits has
a size: length of 6 meters, width of 3 meters and depth
of 3 meters. When removing the top mound of earth,
[the commission] found that the pits were filled with
corpses lying in various positions: horizontally facing up,
down and laterally, with their heads to one side and in
opposite directions, in transverse and oblique directions
relative to the length of the pit. The corpses are laidout in
several layers, but in some places the layers are separated
by thin strips of sand. The ground is sandy. When exam-
ining the corpses, the forensic expert commission notes
the following: 250 Section 1 No. 138 No. 138 251 Body of
a man, about 30 years old, without clothes. Softtissues
are considerably decayed. Gunshot fracture of the skull
bones with an entrance hole of 0.9 cm located on the
right near the occipital protuberance with an exit hole
4 cm in front of the left auditory opening. [...] The exam-
ination of corpses in the grave pits in a brief description
of each corpse separately and the damage found on it
was stopped by the forensic expert commission, and the
commission examined the corpses without describing
them, but with the intention of accurately determining
the total number of corpses in the specified grave pits.

Having carried out this work, the forensic expert com-
mission came to the following conclusion:: 1). In the pit
graves near the village Zhestyanaya Gorka buried at
least 2,600 corpses, and in the pits-graves near the vil-
lage. At least 1,100 corpses were found in the black River.
2). The death of citizens in the amount of three thou-
sand seven hundred people, whose corpses were found
in pits-graves near the village. Zhestyanaya Gorka and
der. Black, violent and followed from the serious fatal
injuries they received — through gunshot wounds to
the heads, neck, chest, head injuries with blunt heavy
objects and sharp cutting and chopping weapons, as well
as fractures of the rib arches, often multiple, caused by
some blunt objects. 3). Among the corpses were found
the corpses of men aged 14 to 55years and the corpses of
women aged 18 to 60—65 years. 4). Found injuries, and in
particular bullet injuries, should be excluded as a combat
injury. The location of the entrance bullet holes in the
vast majority of cases on the occipital part of the head
indicates special shots—shootings. 5). The diameter of the
bullet entrance holes, 0.9 cm, is typical forthe German
Schmeissersubmachine gun, which had a bullet caliber of
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0.9 cm. 6). In some cases, shots to the occipital part of the
head were fired at point-blank range, as indicated by the
soot found on the skull bones and extensive destruction
of the skull bones under the influence of gases when fired
at point-blank range. 7). Multiple fractures ofthe costal
arches allow us to conclude that these persons were in-
jured by some blunt objects in the form of strong short
blows, such as: feet shod in a hard boot, a blow from the
butt, etc. 8). The injuries found were in the form of mul-
tiple comminuted skull fractures withthe indentation of
fragments into the skull. the cranial cavity indicates that
some heavy blunt objects have been hit on the head. 9).
On a large number of corpses, found bone injuries with
smooth edges indicate that they were caused by some
chopping objects— a cleaver, a saber, a rifle bayonet,
etc. 10). The age of corpses, judging by the formation of
adipose tissue and the destruction of soft tissues, should
be attributed to 1942 and 1943™."

The act states that at least 2,600 civilians were
buried in the grave pits near Zhestyanaya Gorka,
and this number also appears in the verdict of the
Military Tribunal of the Leningrad Military District
of December18,1947.However, the exhumation of
November 15—16, 1947 was carried out in a hurry,
only a part of the graves were opened, so the real
number of victims may be higher.

Atthe open trial held in December1947in Novgorod
(Criminal case no. H-19094 on charges of K. Herzog,
F. Munch, |. Rupprecht, etc.), the crimes of the in-
vaders in the territory of theNovgorod and Pskov
regions were investigated, including the executions
near the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka. Before the
tribunal, witnesses and a forensic medical expert
appeared. Vladimirsky district. The defendant Kurt
Herzog testified on these crimes. From the court
transcript: "Prosecutor: What units were stationed in
the villages of Chernoe and Zhestyanaya Gorka, Batetsky
district?

Duke: In Black was the quartermaster's headquarters
and the gendarmerie squad, in Zhestyanaya Gorka was
the secret police.

The defendant claims that the secret police, which killed
thousands of Soviet people in Tin Hill and the village of
Chernoye, alleged|y acted independently and was not
subordinate to the corps...

Zhestyanaya Gorka and Cherny.

L Central Committee of the FSB of Russia. F. 72. Cl

1/4. L. 58-79.
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Prosecutor: Isn't all this the result of your hatred of the
Soviet people?

Herzog: On the contrary, | tried to ease the situation of
the Soviet people.”

As a result of the hearings, Duke Kurt (1889—1948),
General of Artillery, commander of the 38th Army
Corps of the Wehrmacht, was convicted of criminal
orders for executions in the village of Zhestyanaya
Gorka —. Others-Abram, Amman, Hermann Zitz-
mann, Paul Fischer and Hermann Winkler-were
also involved in the destruction of civilians near the
village, but they could not be found and brought
tojustice.

In the 1960s, employees of the Novgorod KGB de-
partment began a new investigation of crimes in
Zhestyanaya Gorka (search file 7/141). In particu-
lar, they established more than forty specific facts
of shootings of civilians. This work was hampered
by the fact that the people who were taken to the
Zhestyanaya Gorka were usually destroyed during
the day and most of them were unknown to local
residents. Only a small part of the captured docu-
ments fell into the hands of investigators, according
to which it was possible to establish the names, sur-
names and number of victims. However, despite all
the difficulties, several witnesses were identified.
Novgorodians who witnessed the massacre of their
fellow countrymen gave detailed testimony. So the
KGB officers identified specific names of Baltic Ger-
mans, Latvians and Russians who lived in Latvia
before the war: Yanis Tsirulis, Alfons Udrovskis, Evg-
eny Ragel-Metzwald, Porfiry Belyaev, Sergey Korti,
Erich Buchroth, Rudolf Grote, Bruno Zagers(Tsag-
ers), Adolf Klibus, Nikolai Krumin, Artur Krievins,
Haris Liepins, Karl Latsis, Egon Bedman and others,
about three dozen people in total. Some of them
managed to make successful careers in the West.

An example of the career rise of a war criminal is the
biographical trajectory of Tsirulis Janis, born in 1910,
a native of the mountains. Roll. In1935-1939. Tsirulis
studied at an officer's school and received the rank
of senior lieutenant. In 1940-1941 he served in the
Territorial Corps of Latvia. At the very beginning of
the war, Tsirulis deserted from the Red Army and
ended up in police units. In 1942. he was trans-
ferred to the Zhestyanaya Gorka service. In 1944.
Tsirulis ended up in the Latvian Legion, where he
commanded one of the battalions of the 34th regi-
ment. The end of the war found him in Germany. For
several years, Tsirulis was the deputy commander
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of the so-called Latvian Workers ' company under
the US Army. Taking an active part in the activities
of Latvian emigrant circles in Germany, he made
a political career-he became the chairman of the
anti-Soviet organization of Latvian emigrants "Dau-
gavas Vanagi" ("Daugavas Vanagi").

Anotherexample is Alfons Yanovich Udrovskis, born
in 1918, a native of the Aluksno district of Latvia. In
1940-1941 he served in the Red Army. At the begin-
ning of the war, he voluntarily joined the Germans
and offered his services as a chauffeur. Once in the
punitive unit in Zhestyanaya Gorka, he took part
in the destruction of civilians. He tattooed the SS
mark on the top of his arm. Retreating under the
pressure of the Red Army, Udrovkis found himself
in the West. Here he was interned by the British. In
fear of possible punishment, Udrovskis cut off the
incriminating tattoo—leaving only an ugly scaron
hisarm. As a result, the British released him. In the
early 1950s. Udrovskis became a Canadian citizen
and settled in Toronto, where he worked for General
Motors in the technical control department.

Even with the knowledge of these names, places of
work and home addresses, the Soviet authorities
were unable to get Western countries to extradite
the suspects because of the political obstacles of
the Cold War.

In February1918, letter case No. 126 "Materials of ver-
ification of the fact of mass murder of Soviet citizens
by SD punishers in the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka
“was handed over to the archive. For a long time,
no one addressed them, although the crimes of
Nazism have no statute of limitations. However, in
2019 The Investigative Committee of Russia opened
a genocide case under Article 357 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation on the discovery
of a new mass grave of civilians near the village of
Zhestyanaya Gorka, discovered by the Dolina expe-
dition of the Search Movement of Russia during the
project "No Statute of Limitations”. The search team
found the remains of 42 people, including three
children and a pregnant woman. Forensic medical
examination established that they were killed in
1942-1943. During the excavations in August 2019,
more than 500 victims were found.
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Archival documents about the
memorial site

After the Novgorod trial in 1947, where only the
German organizers of executions were convicted,
the topic of Zhestyanaya Gorka murders subsided,
which makes it possible for collaborators from the
tailkommando to escape abroad and legalize there.
The documents below show an attempt to revivethe
investigation in the 1960s. Then the employees of
the Novgorod Department of the KGB identified
by name the participants of the punitive forma-
tion. The investigation was carried out by former
front-line soldiers Vasily Bogov and Vasily Mikheev.
The search is complicated by the fact that the vic-
tims were usuallydestroyed during the day, such
a rush left few traces. The victims were brought
from different districts of the Leningrad region,
so they could not be identified by the residents of
Zhestyanaya Corka. The search began with several
captured documents, with the materials of the in-
vestigation of 1947. The residents of Zhestyanaya
Gorka and the surrounding villages were very help-
ful, and they gave detailed testimony even after 20
years. Examples of such indications are given below.

Document #1
Testimony of the witness Skachkov . V.
November 22,1966

When asked to tell him everything he knew about
the circumstances in connection with which he was
summoned for questioning, the witness testified:

During the Great Patriotic War, in the territory of the
Batetsky district of the Novgorod region occupied
by the Nazi invaders, in the village of Zhestyanaya
Corka in1942—1943, there was an SD team that car-
ried out systematic arrests and shootings of Soviet
citizens. The SD punishers executed Soviet citizens
near the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka. | have re-
peatedly witnessed when the punishers of the SD
team took Soviet people to be shot.

The SD team was led by an SS officer named
Abram, who was about 35 years old at the time, tall,
full-bodied, broad-shouldered, dark-haired, and
spoke through interpreterA. His second-in-com-
mand was SS officer Aman, a tall, 35—37-year-old
man with a small bald spot on the front of his head.
Among the other punitive officers, | know well SS
Officer Fischer Paul, who was tall, about 40 years
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old, with light brown hair, and SS officer Zitzmann
Hermann, who was 28—30 years old, with short, me-
dium build, and light brown hair. These SS officers
are Abram. Aman. Fi Paul and Zitzman Herman di-
rected the execution of Soviet citizens in the village
of Zhestyanaya Gorka.

Among the executed Soviet people wereunre-
strained partisans, soldiers of the Soviet Army
coming out of the encirclement, civilians, including
women and children. Shootings were carried out
almost daily in 400-500 meters from the village.
Abram and Aman were mainly engaged in inter-
rogating arrested and detainedSoviet citizens. As
arule, those arrested and detained during interro-
gations were subjected to tortures and tortures, and
sometimes they were killed during interrogation.
The screams of the tortured people were clearly au-
dible in the village. It was possible to observe how
the punishers of the SD took the beaten people to
the place of execution.

Usually, officer Fischer Paul went to the place of
execution with a group of punishers to shoot Soviet
people. In the summer, he went on foot to the place
of execution, and in winter, he also went there on
skis. | remember well and witnessed how the SD
punishers onJanuary 7,1942, led prisoners from the
village to be shot. Dubrovka to Natalia Fedorova,
Anatoly Fedorov and N. Fedorova's husband named
Simon. Fischer Paul also went to the place of exe-
cution of these citizens with a group of punishers.
They were taken to be shot in the afternoon, about
three o'clock in the afternoon. Natalia and Simon
Fedorova were shot, and Anatoly Fedorov managed
to escape from the execution.

In March 1942, the SD punishers drove a group of 4
men and 2 women to the place of execution. | also
witnessed Fischer Paul walking with the SD punish-
ers. InJuly 1942, twenty Soviet citizens were brought
to the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka in a truck from
somewhere. After a short stop, the prisoners were
taken out of the village by SD punishers in the same
car to the place of execution. Fischer Paul, Abram
and Aman also went with the punishers. Fischer
Paul rode in the truck with the prisoners, while SS
officers Abram and Aman rode in the backin a pas-
senger car. In the village, the screams of those being
shotand the firing of punishers in bursts and single
shots were clearly heard.

| also remember a case when SD punishers shot
a Gypsy family, including two children, one of them
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was no more than oneyear old, and the other was
about 5 years old. Executions of those arrested
were carried out almost daily, and several hundred
Soviet people were all shot outside the village of
Zhestyanaya Gorka. As a rule, Paul Fischer went
with the punishers to the place of execution and
watched the executions.

Question: What other facts do you remember about
the criminal activities of SS officers Abram, Aman,
Fischer Paul and Zitzmann Hermann?

Answer: It is difficult to remember all the facts of
shootings and executions of Soviet people, because
there were so many such facts."

AUFSBNO. D. 7/141. L. 225—226.
Document # 2

Testimony of witness P. I. Bykova about the shoot-
ing of civilians near the village of Tin Hill

November 22,1966

When asked to tell him everything he knew about
the circumstances in connection with which he was
summoned for questioning, the witness testified:

During the Great Patriotic War on the territory of
Batetsky, Novgorod region, occupied by the Nazi
invaders in the village Zhestyanaya Gorka in 1942—
1943 housed the SD team. The punishers of the SD
team arrived in the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka
in early 1942. The SD team was led by German SS
officers,among whom | remember Fischer and | do
not remember other German SS officers by their
last names and first names for years ago.

Question: Did you know the German SS officers, SD
team commanders Abram, Zitzmann Hermann and
Wickler Hermann?

Answer: No, | don't remember these German offi-
cers right now. There were several of them, | do not
know what their names were.

Punishers of the SD team, while in the village.
Zhestyanaya Gorka, engaged in the arrests and ex-
ecutions of Soviet citizens. The place of execution
and execution of Soviet people outside the village
of Zhestyanaya Gorka in 400-500 meters. Inter-
rogations of arrested and detained Soviet people
were conducted in the village itself. As a rule, those
arrested were subjected to beatings and torture
during interrogations. During interrogations in
the village, the groans of the tortured could also
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be clearly heard. enforcement officers, and volunteers. The partic-
ipants observed a minute of silence in memory of

After interrogating the exhausted people, the pun- the victims and laid flowers”

ishers shot them in thecountry, in the evening and at
night. They were taken to the firing squad singly and ;
in groups. Among those shot were men, women and

children. The pits into which the corpses of the exe- o,
cuted were dumped were sometimes left open, and ' L

many local residents saw the corpses of the executed ' ' e i _
people. the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka was shot P~ . N = = Lo
over two thousand Soviet people. German officers =1 i % 4
were responsible for interrogating the arrested and " Tl
detained, and SS officer Paul Fischer accompanied
the prisoners after the interrogations to the place
of execution for the village of Zhestyanaya Gorka.

| once witnessed how the punishers led four men
and one woman arrested to the place of execution.
Those arrested were from the villages of Lyubolyady
and Naschi in the Novgorod region, one of them,
Viktor Sladkov, | had previously known well, and
the other man was called Pavel, and the woman
Alexandra, who was Pavel's sister. With a group of
SS punishers accompanying the above-mentioned
citizens to the place of execution was a German of-
ficer Fischer Paul. At that time, | was working with
a group of fellow villagers on harvesting a conifer-
ous hedge to protect the road from snow drifts, and
| clearly saw how the arrested Sladkov and others
were being led to the place of execution. It was in
the winter of 1942, and | don't remember a month
now. | can't remember all the cases of shootings now,
but | was an eyewitness several times when Fischer
took arrested Soviet people to be shot.

Pelageya lvanovna Bykova, native and resident of
thevillage

Zhestyanaya Gorka

AUFSBNO. D. 7/141. L. 227—228. Certified copy.

m Modern photos of the memorial

On March 13, 2021, on the territory of the Zhestyan-
aya Gorka museum and memorial complex in Ba-
tetsky district, a mourning event was held as part of
the All-Russian campaign dedicated to the memory
of the victims of the executioners from the Latvian
SS Legion. It was organized with the support of the
Russian Military Historical Society (RVIO). The event
was attended by relatives of civilians shot near the
village of Zhestyanaya Gorka, search engines, law
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