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The guide was created as part of the "No Statute of 
Limitations: Routes of Memory to the Sites of Nazi 
Genocide Against Civilians in Russia and Abroad" 
project.

The project aims to preserve the truth about the 
crimes committed by the Nazis and their collabora‑
tors against civilians during the Great Patriotic War 
as manifestations of genocide policy, as well as to 
foster among young people a rejection of Nazism in 
all its forms by engaging with significant memorial 
complexes and sites of memory both in the Russian 
Federation and abroad.

As part of the project, travel guides and audio guides 
to memorial sites have been created in Russian, En‑
glish, and German to facilitate their widespread use 
in tourism, education, and civic engagement:

1.	 Ravensbrück Memorial(Germany)

2.	 Maidanek Memorial (Poland)

3.	 "Krasny" Concentration Camp Memorial (Re‑
public of Crimea)

4.	  "Dulag‑100" Memorial (Pskov Oblast)

5.	 "Hatsun" Memorial Complex (Bryansk Oblast)

6.	 Zhestyanaya Gorka Memorial Complex 
(Novgorod Oblast)

7.	 Zmievskaya Balka Memorial Complex (Rostov 
Oblast)

8.	  "Peski" Memorial (Republic of Karelia)

9.	 Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery (St. Peters‑
burg)

10.	"Dulag‑126" Memorial Complex (Smolensk 
Oblast)

11.	 Ksty Memorial Complex (Tver Oblast)

The project seeks to counter historical falsification 
and improve access to knowledge about the geno‑
cide of civilians perpetrated by the Nazis and their 
accomplices. Its practical novelty and value lie in 
the creation of unique audio and textual content 
that can be used not only within Russian society 
but also integrated into international discourse, 
influencing interpretations of World War II events 
in Western countries and the U.S. and exposing the 
true nature of Nazism.

The project was implemented by the Agency for 
Social Projects "Culture. Education. Science" with 
the support of the Presidential Grants Foundation.
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Ksty Memorial Complex 
(Tver Region)

The memorial complex "Ksty" was opened in the 
Tver region on the 40th anniversary of the Victo‑
ry on May 5, 1985. It was created by the sculptor 
I. D. Brodsky and the architect I. A. Pokrovsky.

Precise coordinates: 56°57′17″ N. 32°43′12″ E.

In the late 1970s, on the initiative of the Secretary of 
the Kalinin Regional Committee of the CPSU Viktor 
Ilyich Smirnov, it was decided to build a memorial 
to Ksty. However, the construction of the memorial 
required a lot of preparatory work. From April to 
August, there was water in the area where the res‑
idents of the village of Ksty were shot and burned. 
In the autumn of 1941, a dam was blown up, built 
in 1843 near the village of Selishche, Selizharovsky 
District. Restored in 1944, it became much higher, so 
the decision was made to build a monument about 
100 meters from the site of the tragedy.

The work was started in 1979. According to the plan 
of the creators, the monument was to be located 
on a hill. To this end, a dredger was brought and 
installed on the shore of the lake, which washed 
the hill. Then the hill was covered with turf, so that 
the sand washed from the lake did not fall and 
weathered. The shore of the lake was reinforced 
with concrete slabs, and a road was built.

For the population of the Penovsky district and the 
entire Tver region, the memorial complex "Ksty" is 
a testimony to the brutality and inhumanity of the 
Nazi regime, and also plays an important role in 
preserving historical memory and educating the 
patriotic consciousness of the young generation.

Today, the Ksty memorial complex continues to be 
an important place for the memory and education 
of patriotism among young people. Every year there 
are commemorative events, wreath-laying, meet‑
ings of veterans and youth.

Description of the territory  
of the memorial 2

Recommended route and inspection for 
visitors 3

Information about the memorial 
1

The Ksty Memorial Complex is a high hill on the 
shore of Lake Peno. On it there are the remains of a 
burnt hut, a drainpipe, charred black logs, a num‑
ber of steps. In front of the porch there is a woman 
with a child in her arms. Her figure is tilted back, 
as if she were falling backwards, raising her right 
hand up, either to defend herself from the burning 
beams falling or threatening the murderers with 
the highest punishment. 

Nearby on the granite slab carved memorable 
words: "Remember people! Here, on this long-
suffering land, on January 9, 1942, the fascist invaders, 
retreating under the onslaught of valiant Soviet 
soldiers, in powerless anger completely destroyed the 
village of Ksty, shot and burned all its inhabitants - old 
men, women, children." 

These words call to remember the atrocities of the 
Nazis and their accomplices during the Great Pa‑
triotic War. 

On the territory of the complex there is a granite 
slab, on which the names and ages of the dead 
civilians are carved in gold letters, as well as four 
verses from Robert Rozhdestvensky's poem "Re‑
quiem" (Eternal Glory to the Heroes): 

"Let's remember everyone by name,
let's remember our grief...

It's not dead!

It is necessary - alive!"

Nikolay Gennadievich Katashov, Director 
of the Center for Student Initiatives at Tver 

State University
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You can visit the memorial complex "Ksty" by car 
or as part of a bus tour. The itinerary of the route 
and the inspection for visitors begins with an in‑
troduction to the information stand, which con‑
tains basic information about the memorial com‑
plex. The inspection continues next to a memorial 
granite slabs, engraved with words calling for re‑
membrance of the civilian tragedy in the village 
of Ksty. The next point of inspection will be the 
monument to the inhabitants of the dead villag‑
es, which rises on a high hill. The final inspection 
point is a granite slab with gold lettering inscribed 
with the names and ages of the dead civilians. 

Historical account of events at the site 
of the memorial and related events4

The village of Ksty Zayevsky with/from Penovsky 
district is located 6 km in the north-west direction 
from the village. Foam.

Before the Great Patriotic War, the village had nine 
yards. In October 1941 it was occupied by German-
fascist troops. The day before the liberation of these 
places by the 4th Shock Army of General Andrey 
Eremenko, on January 9, 1942, in a terrible frost, the 
SS expelled residents of the villages of Ksty, Ionovo 
and Grishino from their homes. Residents are old 
men, women with children clinging to their moth‑
ers’ halves. The youngest was only nine months 
old. The Germans set fire to the villages, and more 
than 70 people were killed in the fire and bullets. 
Their names are engraved on black granite at the 
monument.

From the memoirs of the participant of the libera‑
tion of the Penovsky district A. A. Potaev:

"We  ski to the village of Ksty. We're looking at this: 
you can't see any movement in the village. At the edge 
of the village two barns are coming to an end. Crawl 
between the snowdrifts on the run. With caution, we 
enter the first hut. What do we see? The hostess had just 
finished washing the unwise military clothes, standing 
in a trough, the clothes squeezed out, lying in a heap. 
There's no one in the house. In the rest of the houses, 
too. Moving to the barn… There are burnt corpses, large 
and small, smoldering jackets and coats, and naked and 
burnt parts of human bodies are visible  1."

1	 Koltsov A. D. Monuments of the Penovsky Krai. P. 19.

The events in the village are mentioned elsewhere. 
The earliest of them, which mentions the burning 
of Ksty, dates back to January 23, 1942:

Report of the head of the Penovsky RO NKVD 
for the Kalinin region Lieutenant State Security 

Kurochkin head of the SPO NKVD for the Kalinin 
region Senior Lieutenant State Security Ryzhi-

kov about the atrocities of German occupiers in 
the Penovsky district of the Kalinin region

January 23, 1942

No. 23142 
S. Peno

T[op] Secret

To: H[ead] of the SPD NKVD Directorate of 
Kalinin Region 

Se[nior] Lieutenant Of The State Security

C[omrade] Ryzhikov

Kalinin city

Briefing note

Content: On the atrocities of German occupiers in 
the Penovsky district

On January 9, 1942 a group of German occupiers 
burst into the village <v[illage] of Ksty Zayevsky  2> 
village council and massacred <the civilian popu‑
lation. The German occupiers gathered the entire 
civilian population of the village into one house, 
and then in groups began to take to the barn and 
shoot  3. After the shooting  4, the barn and the corps‑
es were burned. In total, they shot  5 50 civilians (el‑
derly, women and children) in this village  6>.

Russian Federal Security Service Archive for the Tver 
Region.

F. 2. CI 1/24. L. 164–164b.

The document quotes Galakhova's only surviving 
witness, Maria Andreyevna, and mentions the 
names of seven of her murdered relatives, includ‑
ing two sons:

2	 Words in angle brackets are underlined with a red 
pencil.

3	 The document says "shhoot."
4	 The document says "shhooting"
5	 The document says "shhot".
6	 Words in angle brackets are underlined with a red 

pencil.
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Report on the atrocities and violence of German-
fascist invaders in the Penovsky district of the 

Kalinin region

[1943]

Monstrous massacre of the population German-
fascist bandits in the village of Ksty Zayevsky with 
[el] Council. Maria Andreevna Galakhova, the only 
survivor of the village, said, On January 9, 1942, 
[at about 10 a. m.] a group of Germans came to 
see us. The entire population was gathered in one 
room, there were old people and children. There 
were about 60 [people]. When everyone gathered, 
they started calling men and teenagers, they were 
taken to the shed, where they did not return, then 
they started calling women; they searched and led 
to the shed, then the turn came to me, searched 
and led. I never thought I was going to be shot, but 
when I was brought to the barn, I understood. I saw 
a pile of corpses and I knew what it was. When I was 
shot in the ear, I fell. After me, a woman and a baby 
were shot. The victim was sprinkled with some kind 
of powder, then the barn was set on fire. My clothes 
also caught fire. The children were shot in another 
shed. When I saw that there was no one in the shed, 
I decided to crawl and they would shoot me, but 
I managed to crawl to the forest and leave. Among 
the dead I lost my mother, Anna Akimovna, 70, Gal‑
akhov’s brother Mikhail Andreevich, 52, Antonova’s 
sister Olga Andreevna, 47, and her son Gennady, 16, 
Peter, 13. My sons Anatoly is 8 and Aleg  7 is 5.

GATO. R‑1928. CI 1/6. L. 120–120b. Cc. Copy. Manu‑
script.

The draft version of the Chairman's memoirs lists 
17 names of people who were burned:

From the memoirs of the chairman of the 
collective farm "Red Pochinok" Lebedev 

about the atrocities of fascists in the village of 
Pochinok of the collective farm "Red Pochinok" 

and in the village of Ksty of the Zayevsky village 
council of the Penovsky district

[not later than September 1943]  8

Beginning on January 2, 1942, the Germans settled 
in the village itself and after a while a punitive de‑

7	 So in the document.
8	 In September 1943, recordings of memories were 

presented to the Kalinin Regional Committee of the CPSU 
(b).

tachment  9 settled in the village.

The terrible atrocity was committed by Hitler's rep‑
tiles in the village of Ksty  10 of the Zayevsky Village 
Council located 2 km from the village of Krasny 
Pochinok. The Germans herded all the villagers into 
two barns. There were women, children, old peo‑
ple from the village of Peno  11 of the collective farm 
"Red Fix", Gorodishchi and some other villages and 
began their brutal crime. A total of 75 people, […]  12 
among them were women with infants, helpless old 
men and other residents of the Ksty  13 farm. In the 
beginning, the eruptions began to shoot innocent 
people for entertainment, and then drove terrified 
women and children into a pile, dragged straws and 
set fire to both barns from several sides. Almost no 
one got out of this hell. Many were burned alive. 
The dead included:

1.	 Family of the bookkeeper of the collective 
farm "Krasny Pochinok": Lebedeva Varvara 
Ivanovna — 38 years, [her] mother Shchatinina 
Varvara Antonovna — 58 years, Lebedev's son 
Vasily Semyenovich — 14 years, Lebedev's 
son Viktor Semyenovich — 7 years, Lebedev's 
daughter Nadezhda Semyonovna — 11 years.

2.	  Family of the chairman of the collective 
farm: Lebedev's wife Natalya Frolovna — 59 
years old, Lebedev's granddaughter Inna 
Mikhaylovna — 3 years old.

3.	 Vasilyeva died from the family of the collective 
farmer: Vasilyev Ivan Alekseyevich — 15 years, 
Vasilyeva Anna Alekseyevna — 20 years.

4.	 Krylova Antonina Trofimovna — 18 years old.

5.	 Lebedeva's collective farm woman Olga 
Ivanovna — 53 years old.

6.	 Lebedev Valentin Ivanovich7* Pavlovich — 13 
years old.

7.	 Lebedev Vasiliy Pavlovich — 12 years old.

From the village of Ksty was killed a collective farm‑
er Pavlov Andrey Ivanovich — 56 years old, with his 
wife. Employee of the Penovsky timber plant Var‑

9	 Missing information on material damage caused.
10	Zayevsky was written over the same cross-out.
11	The word kolkhoz is inserted between the lines, 

over the crossed-out der.
12	The end of the phrase is crossed out.
13	The entire text of the events at the Ksty farm is 

inscribed in a different handwriting between the lines of 
the earlier written text on the plundering of the Germans.
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ganov Mikhail Andreyevich — 64 years old, wife 
Varganov Maria Fedorovna — 56 years old. Also 
killed was the wife of Peno village employee Na‑
dezhda Belokurova Trofimovna — 38 years old, and 
four of her children.

A total of 13 people were killed from the village of 
Krasny Pochinok, and the entire population of the 
village of Ksty was killed. Now, the homeless hous‑
es are inhabited by people who have been made 
homeless by other villages  14.

It was recorded by Mikhailova from the words of 
Lebedev, the chairman of the collective farm, and 
Lebedev's accountant Semyon  15.

TSDNI. F.147. CI 3/552. L. 33ob‑34ob.

One of the documents recounts the story of Egor 
Averyanovich, a resident of Pochinok village of Za‑
yevsky village council of Lebedev:

From the act of the Penov District Commission 
on the atrocities of the German-fascist invaders 

during the occupation of the Penov District

December 28, 1944

Act

December 1944: 28 days. Peno village, Velikiye 
Luki Oblast.

District Commission consisting of Chairman Ma‑
karov Alexey Alekseevich and members: Chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the Penovsky District 
Council of Deputies of Workers Mikheev Nikolai 
Alekseevich, Prosecutor of the Polyakov District 
Ivan Petrovich, Lieutenant Kudryavtsev Semyon 
Konstantinovich, Senior Lieutenant Savinkov Petr 
Egorovich, Head of the district health department 
of Ozerova Maria Petrovna and the resident of the 
village of Peno Fokina Evdokia Yakovlevna, made 
this act of atrocities committed by the German in‑
vaders during the temporary occupation of the <Pe‑
novsky district of Velikoluk  16> region from October 
10, 1941 to January 22, 1942.

Yegor Averyanovich, a resident of Pochinok village 
of the Zayevsky village council, Lebedev, told how 

14	 The whole phrase is crossed out.
15	 The phrase is written between the lines of the 
previously written and strikethrough phrase. The words 
Mikhailova and Semena are inserted between the lines of 
the new text.
16	 Words in angle brackets are underlined with a red 
pencil.

the Germans shot and burned civilians in the village 
of Ksty. "On January 9, 1942, before retreating to the 
village of Ksty, a detachment of German SS soldiers 
came. They rounded up the entire population — 
women, children and elderly people — who had 
been gathered here by the Germans from different 
villages, and then one person at a time taken to 
the barns, where they were shot by the German 
soldiers. A total of 76 people were shot, including 
25 children between the ages of 1 and 13. In order 
to hide the traces of their heinous crime, the sheds 
with the bodies were burned."

Chairman Makarov

Commission: Mikheev

	 Kudryavtsev

	 Ozerova

	 Fokina

GAPO. F. R‑1691. Op. 8. D. 10. L. 148–150.

Original. Typewriter.

Archived documents about the 
memorial site 5
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Modern photos of the memorial
6

Exit to the right from the Ostashkov-Peno road to the road 
leading to the Ksty memorial complex.

Turn to the left, leading to the memorial complex "Ksty".

Turn left, road sign "Ksty Memorial 0,9".

Entrance to the territory of the memorial complex "Ksty".
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Granite plate on the territory of the memorial complex with carved 
memorable words.

"Ksty Memorial". General view.

The remains 
of the burnt-
out "Ksty" 
memorial.

Alley on the territory leading to the monument  to the villagers 
who died.

Information stand of the complex.

The territory of the memorial complex "Ksty".
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A granite slab with the names of the dead.

Современная карта мемориала

"Ksty Memorial".

A granite slab with the names of the dead.

Memorial map 
7

List of archival sources about the 
memorable place 8

1.	 Report of the head of the Penovsky RO 
NKVD on the Kalinin region of lieutenant 
state security Kurochkin to the head of the 
SPO NKVD on the Kalinin region of senior 
lieutenant state security Ryzhikov about the 
atrocities of German occupiers in the Penovsky 
district of the Kalinin region. January 23, 1942. 
Archive of the FSB of Russia on the Tver region. 
F. 2. CI 1/24. L. 164–164b. (Earliest document 
mentioning the burning of the village of Ksty)

2.	 Note of the People's Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs V. M. Molotov on the monstrous 
atrocities, atrocities and violence of the 
German-fascist invaders in the occupied Soviet 
areas and on the responsibility of the German 
government and command for these crimes. 
April 27, 1942. Vologda, 1942. P. 25. (The Note 
mentions the brutal murder of the two-year-old 
son of a peasant woman Garayeva and the shooting 
of her young daughters. P. 25)

3.	 Letter of the head of the 2nd department 
of the police department of Misurkin to the 
editorial office of the newspaper "On guard 
of the Revolution" about the atrocities of 
German-fascist invaders in the territory 



18 19

of different districts of the Kalinin region, 
including the execution of the entire 
population of the village of Ksty Penovsky 
district. August 4, 1942, GATO. F. R‑1928. CI 1/2. 
L. 10–10b.

4.	 Report on the atrocities and violence of 
German-fascist invaders in the Penovsky 
district of the Kalinin region. [1943]. GATO. 
R‑1928. CI 1/6. L. 120–120b. (The document 
contains the story of Galakhova's only surviving 
witness, Maria Andreevna, and mentions the 
names and names of 7 of her murdered relatives, 
including two sons, L. 120v.)

5.	 From the certificate of destruction and 
atrocities committed by the German invaders 
during their occupation of the Kalinin region, 
compiled by the Deputy Head of the KRO of 
the NKVD for the Kalinin region, State Security 
Major Maksimov and sent to the Secretary of 
the Kalinin Regional Committee of the CPSU 
(b) Boytsov. March 1943. Archive of the FSB of 
Russia in the Tver region. F. 2. CI 1/25. L. 1, 5 v‑12v., 
14–27v.

6.	 From the memoirs of the chairman of the 
collective farm "Red Pochinok" Lebedev about 
the atrocities of fascists in the village of 
Pochinok of the collective farm "Red Pochinok" 
and in the village of Ksty of the Zayevsky 
village council of the Penovsky district. Not 
later than September 1943 TCDNI. F.147. CI 
3/552. L. 33ob‑34ob. (The draft version of the 
Chairman's memoirs contains 17 names of people 
who were burned.)

7.	 Act on the atrocities of German-fascist 
invaders during the occupation of the 
Penovsky district of the Kalinin region. January 
2, 1944 GATO. F. R‑1925. CI 1/ 8. L. 57–58.

8.	 From the consolidated information of the 
Kalinin Regional Commission on the facts of 
atrocities committed by the German-fascist 
invaders in the Kalinin region. January 21, 
1944, GA RF. F. R‑7021. CI 26/559. L. 2–7b.

9.	 From the story of a resident of the Penovsky 
district of Kraineva about the atrocities of 
fascists during the occupation. Not later than 
February 24, 1944 TCDNI. F. 147. CI 3/552.  
L. 31ob‑32.

10.	Act of the Penov District Commission on the 
atrocities of the German-fascist invaders 
during the occupation of the Penov District. 
December 28, 1944 GAPO. F. R‑1691. CI 8/10.  
L. 148–150.

List of scientific literature 9
1.	 Bortnikov V. In a single formation // Zvezda 

(Penovsky district). 1975. May 9. 

2.	 Koltsov A.D. On the land of sources. Local 
Lore: A Book of the Small Motherland. Essays, 
photos. M.: Business World, 2004. 360 p. 

3.	 Koltsov A.D. Penovsky Territory Monuments. 
Tver: Russian province, 2011. 184 p. 

4.	 Koltsov A.D. The heart of the lake region. Local 
History Notes. Essays, photos. Tver: Russian 
province, 2006. 176 p. 

5.	 Loginova A. Ashes of burned Ksty in our hearts 
knocks: The history of Ksty by fascists. // Dawn 
of Communism (Ostashkov). 1985. May 18. 

6.	 Shcherbakov N. One day at the lake Peno: The 
shooting of the villagers of Ksty Penovsky 
district by fascists in January 1942 // Tourist. 
1979. No. 2. P. 7. 
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1.	 Film from the series "No statute of limitations. 
Separated by war"  
Mention of the tragedy in the village of Ksty: 
0:05 - 2:00; 16:28 - 18:50

2.	 Documentary about the memorial "Ksty"  
https://vkvideo.ru/video-3101686_162549740  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.	 Film about the village of Ksty "Grass at Home" 
https://vkvideo.ru/video-3101686_166431490 
 
 
 
 
 

4.	 Cross. Verkhnevolzhskaya Khatyn  
https://vk.com/away.php?to=https%3A%2F%‑
2Fyoutu.be%2FGkfI3SAb3wE%3Fsi%3DN‑
QC9Ih_HSz26MLW0&utf=1  
 
 
 
 
 

5.	 Video of the Regional Movement of the First  
https://vk.com/mypervye69?from=groups&
z=video-206957312_456239581%2F4c5066d‑
c15f660bfb4%2Fpl_post_-56807161_25356

List of fiction 
10

Leonid Kovalev's poem "The village of Ksty": 

Once resting on Valdai
I accidentally spotted the monument
Where on the cliff towering
Above the lake he stood like a beacon

It is located on the site of a former village
She had a name just Ksty!
All of its inhabitants once lived here before
Fascist soldiers killed and burned everyone

I've read the entire list of all names
Whose lives were so brutally cut short
I tore off the wild flowers not far from here
And he laid them down at the foot

And from the lake all blew cool wind
Trees rustled all the leaves
And like whispering the names of all the places of 
tragedy
Where so many peaceful lives have been lost to war

Whispered to me about Khatyn
What became a symbol of the cruelty of war
And I wanted to be in peace
They also learned about the village of Ksty

There are many historians
What is written about the war and said
It's like they're revealing the truth
In the war of the maul of the USSR it is to blame

But whoever wants to can find out the truth here
Listening to the silence, you will understand it 
immediately
When you imagine how so many lives have been cut 
short
And just for living here in the village of Ksty

We will be very grateful for the Victory!
What our fathers and grandfathers brought
To never repeat those tragedies
Like here once, in the village of Ksty!

Source:  https://stihi.
ru/2013/05/10/390
6?ysclid=mbget8i
gs4685004013

List of documentaries
11
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