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The guide was created as part of the "No Statute of
Limitations: Routes of Memory to the Sites of Nazi
Cenocide Against Civilians in Russia and Abroad"
project.

The project aims to preserve the truth about the
crimes committed by the Nazis and their collabora-
tors against civilians during the Great Patriotic War
as manifestations of genocide policy, as well as to
fosteramong young people a rejection of Nazismin
all its forms by engaging with significant memorial
complexes and sites of memory both in the Russian
Federation and abroad.

As part of the project, travel guides and audio guides
to memorial sites have been created in Russian, En-
glish, and German to facilitate their widespread use
in tourism, education, and civicengagement:

1. Ravensbriick Memorial(Germany)
2. Maidanek Memorial (Poland)

3. "Krasny" Concentration Camp Memorial (Re-
public of Crimea)

4. "Dulag-100" Memorial (Pskov Oblast)
5. "Hatsun" Memorial Complex (Bryansk Oblast)

6. Zhestyanaya Gorka Memorial Complex
(Novgorod Oblast)

7. Zmievskaya Balka Memorial Complex (Rostov
Oblast)

8. "Peski”" Memorial (Republic of Karelia)

9. Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery (St. Peters-
burg)

10."Dulag-126" Memorial Complex (Smolensk
Oblast)

11. Ksty Memorial Complex (Tver Oblast)

The project seeks to counter historical falsification
and improve access to knowledge about the geno-
cide of civilians perpetrated by the Nazis and their
accomplices. Its practical novelty and value lie in
the creation of unique audio and textual content
that can be used not only within Russian society
but also integrated into international discourse,
influencing interpretations of World War Il events
in Western countries and the U.S. and exposing the
true nature of Nazism.

The project was implemented by the Agency for
Social Projects "Culture. Education. Science" with
the support of the Presidential Grants Foundation.
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of the Institute of History and International
Relations of the Southern Federal University,
doctor of historical sciences

- Information about the memorial

(Zmievsky proezd, 1-8, +7(863) 310-40-01
Coordinates: 47.245971,39.650863).

The largest monument of the Rostov region on the
site of the mass shooting of civilians.

It was opened on May 9, 1975 according to the de-
cision of Rostov-on-Don City Executive Committee
No. 311 of April 24,1975 in Zheleznodorozhny district
of Rostov in Zmievskaya Balka. It was named: Me-
morial complex "In memory of victims of fascism
in Zmievskaya balka.1942". The memorial includes
a museum.

The authors of the memorial are architects
N. Nersesyants, R. Muradyan, sculptors N. Avedikov,
E. Lapko, B. Lapko. The memorial was created on
theinitiative of M. S. Solomentsev—the first secre-
tary of the Rostov Regional Committee of the CPSU
(1964-1966).

N. Nersesyants — the chief architect of the city.
R. Muradyan—the architect of the landscape. The
idea of creating this monument, the development of
its composition and architectural solution belongs
to B. Lapko and N. Avedikov. The author of the mon-
umentis E. Lapko.

Description of the
memorial area

The composition of the complex stemmed from
the peculiarities of the terrain and the pit. Space
is solved as follows: in a semicircle, in a horseshoe,
the cape of the "Eternal flame" is cut.

When geologists started drilling wells, they went
into bones and into the earth. The decision was
made to fill the place where the bulk of the remains
of the buried were located and to make a platform.
So that later, putting up the structures, do not dig
up and disturb the remains. The foundations of
these banners and the pavilion were all put up from
above. The thickness of the loose soil is covered with
piles. And then the platforms were concreted on
the piles. And then they put gravestones and mon-
uments on these platforms.

The memorial park includes steep and gentle
slopes, overgrown with herbs and squat trees of
silver loch. On the northern slope of the highway,
the main entrance is opened, determined by the
Hall of Mourning. Itis created in the form of a con-
crete volume, embedded in the slope of the relief
with a viewing platform on the floor.

From the hall on the slope to the lowlands goes
the Alley of mourning, on it there is a bowl of the
Eternal Flame. A number of pylons, which resem-
ble inclined banners, are interrupted by symbolic
gravestones.

Banner pilons are not the same. They are of dif-
ferent sizes, the angles of inclination vary, so that
the pylons appear to be standing banners. Visitors,
paying tribute to the Eternal Flame, ascend to the
"Alley of Farewell”. This alley covered the entire
memorial. In this high place is an element of fare-
well. And this species site has a special meaning.
From this platform a magnificent view of the pan-
orama of Rostov-on-Don opens. The authors of the
memorial believed that people did notdie in vain,
life goes on and life is triumphant. From this view
platform you can see the city that is being built
and developed. It was meant as an optimistic note
of farewell. From the observation deck, the stair-
case led to the hall of mourning from black mar-
ble, where an exposition about the atrocities of
fascists in occupied Rostov-on-Don was deployed.

Along the road - memorial slabs of the graves of
victims of fascism and five six-meter reinforced



concrete pylons - each, according to the authors,
means the year of the Great Patriotic War. On the
pylons are inscriptions describing the harsh years
of struggle of the Soviet people for freedom and
independence of the Motherland and liberation
of Europe from fascism. Ahead - the grave "The
hearts of the fallen beat” (metronome, represent-
ing the rhythm of the heart). Here is a slab with a
wreath cast of metal, in which the eternal flame
burns.

The lower tier of the memorial is built in the form
of the Memorial Square, towering over the bottom
of the beam - the grave of tens of thousands of vic-
tims. There is a sculpture group called "Victims of
Shooting". From it up the slope rises the Alley of
memory.

From the hall of mourning the road leads to the
sculpture group. In the center of the sculpture
group on the cone platform is a concrete monu-
mental sculpture group, including a child trying
to hide behind his mother raising his arms and an
old man holding out his tied hands in a plea. They
took both the living, who were then shot, and the
dead, who were brought there in sponge beds,
and there they threw them directly into the holes.
Many women and children were also killed. From
this was born the idea of a central figure of a wom-
an who protects her child.

The money and materials for the construction of
the memorial were allocated by Rostov enterprises.

After a complete restoration and reconstruction in
December 2009—on the eve of the 65th anniver-
sary of the Victory, the Memorial was presented in
an updated form.

m History of creation

On the first monument on the site of the Zmiev-
skaya balka - a common gravestone was written:
"Here are buried Ostrovskaya Maria Grigoryevna,
36 years old, with her daughter Tamila, 11 years
old, son Michael, 5 years old, brutally tortured by
fascist eruptions in August 1942 in Rostov". In 1949
asimple stele was erected.

In the early 1950s, in the mouth of the Zmievskaya
balka, near the road, installed a circulation sculp-

ture "The Oath of Comrades". A majestic memori-
al sign on the paved area among the forest strip
north of the modern highway appeared here in
1959. To date, the existence of the earlier monu-
mentresembles only accidentally preserved in the
forest planting area.

In the early 1970s, in accordance with the mas-
ter plan for the development of the city, it was
planned to connect Mechnikov Street with the
Western Industrial Zone. The new highway was
to pass through the sites of mass shootings and
graves of 1942.

In the regional administration of the city began to
decide how to get out of the situation. This prob-
lem, according to the first secretary of the Rostov
City Committee of the CPSU Boris Golovets, be-
came known to Nikolai Avedikov.

By 1973, only a part of the track with a new railway
crossing was laid, which went to Dovatora Street.
Inthe area between the motorway and the railway,
it was proposed to erect a memorial to the victims
of fascism, during the construction of which the
circulation sculpture monument and the obelisk
were dismantled.

The creation of the memorial complex was initiat-
ed by the sculptor Nikolai Avedikov. The head of
the creative team was entrusted to the chief archi-
tect of the city Norald Nersessian. Architect Ruben
Muradyan, sculptors Nikolai Avedikov, Boris and
Evgenia Lapko also took an active part in the cre-
ation of the memorial.

On May 8,1975, all the lights at the Memorial were
lit. There was music everywhere: in the mourning
hall, and at each pylon, and where the "Eternal
Flame", "the heart beat".


https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%90%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2,_%D0%9D%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9_%D0%92%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://ru.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%D0%9D%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%8C%D1%8F%D0%BD%D1%86,_%D0%9D%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B4_%D0%9D%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87&action=edit&redlink=1

On May 9, 1975, at the opening of the Memorial,
the last part of the 6th symphony of Tchaikovsky
was played - "The Funeral March". The music ac-
companied the visitors along the entire route to
the Eternal Flame, and each pylon had a speaker
mounted on it.

The pylons are inscribed:

On the first pole: "Get up, the country is huge, get
up for a death fight."

On the second pole: "Everything for the front, ev-
erything for the victory!".

On the third pole: "Stand to death! Not a step
back,"is the Motherland's order.

On the fourth pylon: "We will not let the sword out
of our hands until the complete destruction of fas-
cism.

On the fifth pylon: "Our cause is right - we won."

Ahead of the sculpture group on the cone platform
is the tomb "The hearts of the fallen beat" (metro-
nome, representing the rhythm of the heart).

Here, too, a slab with a wreath cast from metal, in
which the "Eternal Flame" burned, was heard "the
beat of the heart".

Above the mourning hall - a view platform for
visitors - they first go to this platform, inspect the
entire Memorial, which appears as if in the palm
of their hand. Visitors watched the exposition,
then went out through the large gate to the alley
of memory. The pavilion has a window, such as an
embrasure. It resembles a battle pillbox, in the
center of which a majestic sculpture was viewed
through the window. Visitors then pass by the
burial grounds. And, passing by the whole expo-

sition, they go to the cape. On it is lit the "Eternal
Flame". Right below it is a pit, where blood from
the shot seemed to flow - there they made a flow-
er bed of bright red flowers. The whole composi-
tion was dominated by sculpture. Two species of
plants were planted along the avenue. The small
first row were herringbone trees, and the second
row behind them were pyramidal poplars. The au-
thors believed that in the guard of honor there are
little Christmas trees, like children, and adults are
poplars. Initially, they surrounded the entire Me-
morial along the road of farewell.

In the 1990s and 2000s, the memorial fell into a
deplorable state: the museum did not work, the
asphalt pavement of the paths collapsed, and
gas was not supplied to the burner of the Eternal
Flame. The poplars were destroyed or disfigured.

In 2009, repair and restoration work was start-
ed, and the memorial was restored by the end of
November 2009. During the reconstruction, new
poplars were planted.

In December 2013, by the decision of the Admin-
istration of the city of Rostov-on-Don, on the ba-
sis of the decision of the city interdepartmental
commission on the names of public places, the
installation of commemorative signs, the immor-
talization of the names of outstanding people and
commemorative events - a decision was made to
change the text on the commemorative plaque.
The newly adopted text reads as follows:

"Here, in the Zmievskaya balka, in August 1942,
Hitler's occupiers killed more than 27 thousand
civilians of Rostov-on-Don and Soviet prisoners of
war. Many nationalities are among those killed.
Zmievskaya balka is the largest place in the ter-
ritory of the Russian Federation of mass extermi-
nation by fascist invaders of Jews during the Creat
Patriotic War"

Recommended route and inspection for
visitors

Transportation: from the center of Rostov - buses
No. 3, 3a, 7, 67 (stop "Zmievskaya balka").

Detailed route from the main railway station of
Rostov-on-Don to the memorial "Zmievskaya
balka":

1. Starting point: Rostov-on-Don Main Railway Sta-



tion (Privokzalnaya Square, 1/2).
— Exitthe station building to the station square.

— Siversa Street, leading to the city center, will be
in front of you.

2. Route options:

Option 1: By public transport (bus/shuttle bus +
walking).

Step 1: From the station to the stop "Teatralnaya"
(city center).

— Walk 300 m down Sivers Street to the station.

— Take bus No. 3 (direction: "Central Market"),
minibus No. 49 (direction: "Gagarin Square").

— Cetoffatthe stop "Teatralnaya" (near the Rostov
Academic Drama Theater named after Corky).

Step 2: Walk to the stop "Zmievskaya".

— From "Teatralnaya" go along Krasnoarmeyska-
ya street (to the south) to the intersection with
Malinovsky street.

— Goto the stop "Gagarin Square” (near the shop-
ping center "Horizont").

— Take the bus No. 65, minibus No. 65m, minibus
No. 88.

— Get off at the "Zmievskaya" stop (in ~15 min-
utes).

Option 2: By taxi/car (~20—25 minutes).
Route:

— From the station go to Siversa street in the di-
rection to Budyonnovsky Ave.

— Further along Krasnoarmeyskaya street to Ma-
linovskogo street.

— Turn to Dovatora street and move to the me-
morial sign.

Traffic: Delays are possible during rush hour (8:00—
10:00, 17:00—19:00).

Option 3: Walk (~1 hour 20 minutes, 6.5 km).

— From the station, go on Siversa street in the di-
rection of Budyonnovsky Ave., and then in the
direction of Krasnoarmeyskaya Street.

— On Krasnoarmeyskaya street in the direction of
Nansen street.

— On Nansen Street—towards Rostov Zoo.
— Next— past the Zoo—to the Zmievskaya balka.

The optimal route of the "Zmievskaya Balka"
memorial (Rostov-on-Don) Inspection time: 1-1,5
hours (excluding the road).

1. Entrance group and stele "In memory of
victims of fascism"
The beginning of the route is the main
entrance from Dovatora street.
A glass with an inscription is a symbolic
entrance to the memorial.
Information stands— briefly read the history
of the place (2—3 minutes)

2. Memory Alley
Go straight down the central alley.
Along the way—slabs with the names of the
dead and symbolic tombstones.
Pay attention to the sculpture group "Victims
of the shooting” (figures of people going to the
execution) (5—7 minutes)

3. The main monument "We will not forget, we
will not forgive!"
End of the alley—central composition:
A wreath with chains is a symbol of sorrow.
Wall with bas-reliefs—images of tragedy.
Eternal fire (10 minutes)

4. The Mourning Mother Monument
Turn right from the monument (if facing the
alley).
The sculpture of a woman motheris a symbol
of mourning for the dead.
Nearby— memorial plaques from Jewish
organizations (5 minutes)

5. Shooting field and mass graves
Go further behind the Grieving Mother into
the beam.
The place of mass executions is an open field
with commemorative signs.
Obelisks at the burial sites. (710 minutes)

6. Return through the grove
Complete the route by walking through the
quiet area with trees:
Here you can see individual commemorative
stones and informative plaques.
Exit through the same alley to the entrance
(5 minutes)
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Additional tips:

The best time to visit: morning or evening (summer
can be hot in the afternoon).

Clothing: comfortable shoes (dirt paths), in the
heat—a hat.

If you have time, you can go to the museum.
Zmievskaya balka—the beam of death

In the Zmievskaya balka, 27,000 people were
killed, regardless of age or sex. Most were Jews,
and there was also a significant proportion of Ros-
tovites and prisoners of war of other nationalities.
Among the Nazi priorities in the occupied territo-
ries was the total destruction of the Jewish pop-
ulation. To do this, special teams were organized
and execution sites arranged - most often in ra-
vines, where itis easy to bury the bodies of victims.

m Historical background

As a result of the aborted evacuation, a large part
of the Jewish population remained in the occupied
territory. By the early 1940s, the number of Jews in
Rostov-on-Don was 27 thousand people, or 5.38%
of the city's population of more than 0.5 million
people. The Jewish community of Rostov-on-Don
was the third largest in the RSFSR before the Great
Patriotic War after Moscow and Leningrad. At the
beginning of the war, part of the Jews evacuated to
the east, but their total number increased due to
refugees from the western regions, amounting to
August 1942, according to EV. Movshovich, 30-32
thousand people. In early August, a call was made
to the Jewish population of the city, announcing
the establishment of a Jewish Council of Elders
headed by Dr. G. Lurie. All Jews over the age of
14 were required to register in person by 10 Au-
gust. At this time, the Red Army POWs dug large
holes and ditches in the Zmievskaya balka on the
north-western outskirts of the city, behind the zoo
and the Botanical Garden. By August 8, 300 Soviet
prisoners of war, who were the first victims of the
German genocide in Rostov-on-Don, were shot in
these pitsand ditches. Inanewappeal by the Coun-
cil of Elders, the Jews were required to appear from
the morning of 11 August at six assembly points
for their organized resettlement in a special area,
where they would allegedly be under the protec-

tion of the German authorities. From assembly
points Jews were driven in columns and transport-
ed by cars to the Zmievskaya balka, where they
were undressed and shot with machine guns. Chil-
dren were poisoned with potent poison on their
lips. On the first day, more than 13,000 Jews were
killed. The shootings continued into the night and
into the next day. The organizer of the execution
was the "Fithrer" of the SS 10a punitive sounding
team G. Seetzen. The action was directed by his
subordinate - SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer L. Heimbach.
The exact number of people killed in Zmievskaya
balka is not established. According to the act of
the Commission under the Rostov Regional Execu-
tive Committee on the accounting of damage and
atrocities caused by the German-fascist occupiers
to institutions, enterprises and citizens of the city
of Rostov-on-Don, about brutal killings of civilians
and destruction in the city of Rostov-on-Don, "ac-
cording to preliminary data, the number of Jews
shot and poisoned, tortured and exterminated in
the city of Rostov n/A in the period from July 23,
1942 to February 13,1943 is 15-18 thousand people.
... Along with them were members of families of
other ethnicities who accompanied them." Local
historians say that a large number of Jews who
died in the Zmievskaya balka — at least 27 thou-
sand people.

As early as 1958, a monument was erected in the
Zmievskaya balka, at the site of mass executions
of Rostovites and prisoners of war during the Nazi
occupation. In1975, he was replaced by a new me-
morial ensemble, centered on a concrete monu-
mental sculpture group, including a child trying
to hide behind his mother raising his arms and an
old man holding out his bound hands in a plea.

Archived documents about the
memorial site
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