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The guide was created as part of the "No Statute of 
Limitations: Routes of Memory to the Sites of Nazi 
Genocide Against Civilians in Russia and Abroad" 
project.

The project aims to preserve the truth about 
the crimes committed by the Nazis and their 
collaborators against civilians during the Great 
Patriotic War as manifestations of genocide 
policy, as well as to foster among young people 
a rejection of Nazism in all its forms by engaging 
with significant memorial complexes and sites of 
memory both in the Russian Federation and abroad.

As part of the project, travel guides and audio guides 
to memorial sites have been created in Russian, 
English, and German to facilitate their widespread 
use in tourism, education, and civic engagement:

1.	 Ravensbrück Memorial(Germany)

2.	 Maidanek Memorial (Poland)

3.	 "Krasny" Concentration Camp Memorial 
(Republic of Crimea)

4.	  "Dulag‑100" Memorial (Pskov Oblast)

5.	 "Hatsun" Memorial Complex (Bryansk Oblast)

6.	 Zhestyanaya Gorka Memorial Complex 
(Novgorod Oblast)

7.	 Zmievskaya Balka Memorial Complex (Rostov 
Oblast)

8.	  "Peski" Memorial (Republic of Karelia)

9.	 Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery (St. 
Petersburg)

10.	"Dulag‑126" Memorial Complex (Smolensk 
Oblast)

11.	 Ksty Memorial Complex (Tver Oblast)

The project seeks to counter historical falsification 
and improve access to knowledge about the 
genocide of civilians perpetrated by the Nazis and 
their accomplices. Its practical novelty and value lie 
in the creation of unique audio and textual content 
that can be used not only within Russian society 
but also integrated into international discourse, 
influencing interpretations of World War II events 
in Western countries and the U.S. and exposing the 
true nature of Nazism.

The project was implemented by the Agency for 
Social Projects "Culture. Education. Science" with 
the support of the Presidential Grants Foundation.
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Hatsun Memorial Complex, 
Branch of the Bryansk 
State Museum of Local 
History

Anastasiya Karataeva, Director of the Branch 
of the State Archives of the Bryansk Region - 

Centre for Documentation of the Latest History 
of the Bryansk Region

The Hatsun Memorial Complex is dedicated to the 
victims of the occupation regime in Bryansk region 
and all villages of Russia destroyed during the 
Great Patriotic War. 

The village of Hatsun of the Verkhopolsky village 
council of the Karachevsky district of the Bryansk 
region is the first Russian village burned by the 
occupiers. The accident occurred on 25 October 
1941. In retaliation for the killing of three German 
soldiers by the Red Army, the punishers shot 
318 people - residents of Hatsuni, neighbouring 
settlements, refugees from Bryansk, among whom 
were 60 children. 

In 1970, a monument to the Grieving Mother was 
erected at the site of the tragedy, and only it for 
many years reminded of the bloody events of 
October 1941.

A little later, a memorial stone was laid, on which 
the promise to complete the Hatsun memorial was 
carved. In the future, near Hatsuni, on the site of 
the former tiny village of Berezovka, a memorial 
complex was planned for all the victims of Nazism 
who died in the Great Patriotic War. According 
to the idea of the author of the project, Dmitry 
Ryabichev, this was to be the first monument to the 
civilian population in Russia, a monument to those 
who were shot, burned alive, stolen into slavery. 
There was a collection of donations for the creation 
of the monument. 

Information about the memorial 
1

In 2005, work resumed on the creation of a 
memorial complex in Hatsuni. On May 8, 2005, 
on the eve of the 60th anniversary of the Great 
Victory, the opening of the Hatsun memorial 
complex took place. In 2010-2011 the memorial 
complex was reconstructed and expanded.

Order of the administration of the Bryansk region 
No. 858-r dated December 31, 2009. "On the 
creation of the memorial complex "Hatsun" in 
order to perpetuate the memory of the residents 
of settlements of the Bryansk region who were 
burned alive and tortured by the fascist occupiers 
during the Great Patriotic War, it was decided 
to create a memorial complex "Hatsun" in the 
territory of the village of Hatsun Verkhopolsky 
rural settlement of the Karachevsky district.

The construction of the Hatsun memorial complex 
was carried out for public donations, charitable 
contributions of enterprises and organisations, 
federal and regional funds: in 2010 - 2011 by the 
decision of the Governor of the Bryansk region N.V. 
Denin allocated 15 million roubles, in 2010 by the 
decision of the President of the Russian Federation 
D.A. Medvedev allocated 20 million roubles, in 
2011 on behalf of the Chairman of the Government 
of the Russian Federation V.V. Putin allocated 20 
million roubles. 

The reconstruction project was developed by the 
Bryansk architects Alexander Panchenko and Yuri 
Sorokin.

The initiator of the creation of the memorial 
complex "Hatsun", the researcher of the Hatsun 
tragedy was the former juvenile prisoner, poet and 
writer Yevgeny Petrovich Kuzin. He was collecting 
information on the massacre of civilians in Hatsuni 
by the Nazis. The logical conclusion of his research 
work was the book Hatsun Confession. Yevgeny 
Petrovich Kuzin died in 2016, and was buried next 
to the memorial complex. 

The Hatsun Memorial Complex was inaugurated 
on October 25, 2011, the 70th anniversary of the 
Hatsun tragedy. On the opening day it was visited 
by the head of the Government of the Russian 
Federation V.V. Putin. He laid flowers, visited 
the museum exposition, and then talked with 
the residents of Bryansk region, veterans and 
partisans who fought in the Bryansk forests. The 
search teams, which help find the remains of 
fallen soldiers, were also able to talk to the prime 
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minister. The official opening ceremony was 
attended by: the Plenipotentiary Representative 
of the President of the Russian Federation in the 
Central Federal District O.M. Govorun, the heads 
of the regions of Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, 
representatives of the International Union of 
Former Juvenile Prisoners of Fascist Concentration 
Camps, veterans of the Great Patriotic War, 
representatives of public organisations, search 
teams, delegations of cities and districts of the 
Bryansk region, and guests of honour.

During its operation, the complex was visited 
by about 80 thousand people. Honorary guests 
of the memorial are: Hero of the Soviet Union, 
cosmonaut Viktor Mikhailovich Afanasyev, twice 
Hero of the Soviet Union, cosmonaut Alexey 
Arkhipovich Leonov; Chairman of the Accounts 
Chamber under the Government of the Russian 
Federation S.V. Stepashin, Patriarch of Moscow 
and All Russia Kirill (visited the complex on June 
30, 2012), President of the Udmurt Republic N.A. 
Volkov, Deputy of the State Duma of the Russian 
Federation Nikolai Valuev and many others. The 
complex was visited by representatives of foreign 
delegations and embassies: USA, Lithuania, 
Ukraine, Germany and other countries.

Hatsun Memorial Complex is unique, it is the first 
museum memorial complex in Russia dedicated 
to the victims of fascism among the civilian 
population, Russian villages destroyed during the 
Great Patriotic War by fascist invaders. The history 
of the complex is marked by significant events: 
meetings and meetings, lessons of courage and 
memory, oaths of allegiance to the service of the 
Fatherland are regularly held here.  

The structure of the memorial includes the mass 
graves of civilians and soldiers-liberators, steles of 
the Bryansk region and the city of Bryansk, a wall of 
sorrow with a sculptural composition of Alexander 
Alexandrovich Romashevsky, the chapel of the 
icon of Our Lady of Kazan, a worshipful cross. There 
is also a monumental building of the museum, on 
the facade of which a crane wedge is depicted. 

1. The mass grave of civilians

The central place of the memorial complex is the 
tombstone of red granite on the mass grave of the 
executed. The remains of 318 people are buried 
in the tomb. To date, only 83 people have been 
identified. On the gravestones are carved the 
names of the villagers in the order in which their 
houses were located in Hatsuni. Nearby are the 
names of their relatives who fled the city in order 
to escape the airstrikes. 

On the tomb slab are carved the lines of the native 
of these places, writer and poet, researcher of the 
tragic history of Hatsuni, Evgeny Petrovich Kuzin: 

It Was… Oh, How It Was…

Early morning, in uneasy silence,

The staccato of gunfire awoke

The broad meadows of Khatsun.

And Khatsun perished at dawn.

Like the lash of a whip—German speech.

Children fell lifeless,

No one could save them.

Here, where you stand, descendant—

The path of a final breath.

From the past, as from darkness,

The fate of Khatsun strikes us like a bullet.

The fascists were quick to slaughter…

From the hill, a machine gun rattled.

The ditch filled with blood.

And the sky faded in their eyes…

2. Obelisk on the mass grave of the soldiers-liberators 
of the Karachevsky district

The granite obelisk, made in the form of a 
bayonet, is a monument to the soldiers-liberators 
of the Karachevsky district. 287 names of officers 
and rank and file of the Red Army are carved on 
the obelisk, all of them gave their lives for the 
liberation of Hatsuni and its surroundings.

Description of the territory  
of the memorial2
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3. Steles

Hatsun was the first but not the only martyr village. 
Steles were erected on the territory of the memorial 
complex in memory of the victims who suffered 
at the hands of the invaders in the territory of the 
present Bryansk region. On 28 (according to the 
number of districts of the Bryansk region) granite-
clad stelae there are information about civilians 
killed by fascists and taken into slavery, as well as 
about burned villages in all districts of the Bryansk 
region.

4. Chapel, Worship Cross

A  chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Kazan has 
been erected in memory of the dead residents of 
Hatsuni and the soldiers-liberators of Karachevsky 
district. In the centre there is a mosaic image of the 
Saviour, on the left — the Virgin. Golden tears flow 
down the tent-like top of the chapel — a symbol 
of eternal sorrow for the dead. Next to the chapel 
is the Blessed Cross, consecrated on April 19, 2011 
with the blessing of Bishop Theophylact of Bryansk 
and Sevsk. At the base of the cross are 28 boulders, 
which symbolise the city of Bryansk and 27 districts 
in the modern Bryansk Oblast.

5. Monument

In the centre of the memorial rises a bronze figure 
of A. A. Romashevsky's work depicting an old man, 
a woman and a child doomed to death. German 
bayonets are pointed at them — a symbol of the 
mortal threat that any inhabitant of the occupied 
territories has been subjected to.

6. Museum building and wall of grief

On the eastern side of the complex is a monumental 
museum building. The facade shows a wedge of 
cranes rushing into the sky. According to legend, 
cranes escort the souls of the dead to the Kingdom 
of the Dead. To the right of the entrance there is 
a panel with photographs, which depict the sorrow 
and suffering, fear and horror experienced by our 
people during the Great Patriotic War. On the 
facade of the building to the left of the entrance 
there is a bell tower.

The museum has three halls: "Memorial", "History 
of Hatsuni", "Occupation regime in Bryansk region".

The main exhibit of the first hall is a map of burnt 
settlements of the Bryansk region in 1941–1943. 
Around the perimeter are photographs taken 

by Soviet photojournalists during the war. The 
museum presents unique documents that testify 
to the victims of Nazism in other regions of Russia: 
Kursk, Kaluga, Moscow and many other regions. You 
can get acquainted with them using information 
kiosks.

The second hall is dedicated to the history of 
the destroyed Hatsuni: the pre-war period with 
a peaceful way of life of the population and the 
military period, in particular the events associated 
with the tragedy of the settlement. In the centre 
of the hall is a podium with authentic items of pre-
war and wartime, preserved by the residents of 
Hatsuni and their immediate neighbours. These are 
rushniki, harmonium, dishes. Items found during 
excavations are on display. The main exhibit is the 
report of the German commander on the massacre 
of the civilian population of the village. A  film 
consisting of photos of the inhabitants of Bryansk 
Krai, who have borne the terrible burden of war, is 
shown on the screen.

The third hall of the museum tells about the 
occupation regime in Bryansk. It presents evidence 
of massacres of guerrillas, civilians and other 
localities that have repeated the fate of Hatsuni.

 
Scheme of the excursion group on the territory of the 
MC "Hatsun"

Recommended route and inspection 
for visitors 3
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was placed opposite. Old men and women covered 
their children.

Most of those killed in Hatsuni were refugees from 
Bryansk, residents of neighbouring towns, and 
bystanders. The Germans shot people near a deep 
road ditch into which the dead fell. Many of the 
children were between the ages of 2 and 10.

Six-month-old Nina Kondrashova was bayoneted 
in a cradle. Sixteen-year-old Nina Yashina, whose 
house was found with the belongings of the 
murdered German, was nailed to the gate. In the 
house number 3 lived the family of the first Hatsun 
settler Stefan Kondrashov: the owner - 68 years, 
his wife Maria - 49 years, their sons Alexander - 15, 
Evgeny - 13, Leonid - 11 years. And their daughter 
Maria with children 8 and 5 years old also visited 
from Ulan - Ude. Everyone was shot. 

The bodies lay in the open for about two weeks. 
The occupiers forbade the burial of the dead as 
an exemplary measure to the inhabitants of the 
surrounding villages. They were later buried right 
at the site of their deaths in a common mass grave 
by the inhabitants of nearby villages.

After the massacre, all the houses in the village 
remained empty. Civilians were afraid to enter. 
But the partisans exhausted in heavy campaigns 
found a short refuge. In August 1942, the Germans, 
already feeling the force of guerrilla attacks, 
burned all the houses of Hatsun to the ground.

In 2010, the German researcher transferred copies 
of documents from the military archive in Freiburg 
to the State Archives of the Bryansk Oblast and the 
Regional Museum of Local Lore.

Documents corroborate the tragedy and the 
circumstances of the Hatsuni shooting. These 
include the names of the military officers who 
committed the atrocity: Oberleutnant, Lieutenant 
Höfel, Oberwachmeister Glaeser. 

According to Nazi reports, 68 men, 60 women and 
60 children were shot on 25 October 1941. Eileman 
justified the shooting of the children as follows: 
"Because most of the children were between 
the ages of 2 and 10, they were not willing to 
leave them to themselves. For this reason, all 
the children were shot. There were 60 of them." 
The commander of the 56th Infantry Division, 
which was policing the city of Bryansk, Lieutenant 
General Karl von Oven, who received a  report, 

At the beginning of the war, Hatsuni was home 
to about 60 people in twelve hats. Residents 
of Hatsuni and surrounding villages worked in 
the collective farm "Red Partisan", led a habitual 
peasant lifestyle. Most of the residents in this 
village had the surname "Kondrashov", so the 
residents often called each other by nickname.

In the summer and autumn of 1941, the Bryansk 
land was the scene of fierce battles. At the cost of 
huge losses of the army of the Bryansk Front for 
two months delayed the offensive of the fascist 
troops to Moscow. On October 6, 1941, after heavy, 
bloody battles, the German tank column captured 
Bryansk. The troops of the Bryansk Front were 
dispersed in two parts, and their escape routes 
were intercepted. Groups of Red Army soldiers 
tried to get out of the ring by forests.

On October 24, one of these groups ended up 
in Hatsuni. The fighters asked the locals to feed 
them. One of the locals suggested that they 
dig potatoes and cook them themselves and 
sent them to an empty yard on the edge of the 
village. They did. At this time, the German cavalry 
reconnaissance group of the 56th Infantry Division 
of the Wehrmacht, consisting of 5 cavalrymen led 
by Vahmír Jokiš, which escorted captured Russian 
soldiers, passed through the village. A skirmish 
ensued, resulting in the deaths of three of the 
occupiers.

At dawn on October 25, the village was surrounded 
by three groups of punishers, 60 in each, who 
arrived from the station Snezhetskaya. They 
started searching some houses and found hidden 
weapons and German belongings. 

Lt. Eilemann, on the pretext that the villagers 
were hiding the weapons and belongings of the 
murdered Germans in their homes, ordered the 
shooting. A local resident, Afanasy Kondrashov, 
a survivor of a gruesome crime, said that they 
drove women, children, and elderly people into 
the middle of the village. Many were naked and 
bareheaded. Some carried nodules. The women 
were holding small children. They were all built 
not far from the road ditch, and a machine gun 

A historical account of events that took 
place at the site of the memorial and 
related events

4



12 13

approved the shooting of the children. Thus, 
the report of the German officer in charge of the 
execution gave the figure of 188 people.

Meanwhile, according to local residents who 
performed the burial, 318 people were killed. To 
date, 83 of the dead have been identified.

The first news of this tragedy and the number 
of deaths was published on November 22, 1941 
in a small note in the daily frontline newspaper 
"On the Defeat of the Enemy". The note was signed 
by poets, military journalists Sergei Narovchatov 
and Mikhail Lukonin. The article stated that the 
fascists killed 300 collective farmers, and after in 
a neighbouring village killed another 30 people. In 
the annexe to the reply to the letter of the Bryansk 
Regional Executive Committee of July 14, 1971 
Chairman of the Karachevsky District Executive 
Committee M. Novikov24 is a figure of 318 people, 
which appears in all postwar publications and 
books about Hatsuni.

Only three survivors are known: 14‑year-old 
Wife Kondrashov, Afanasy Akulov and Afanasy 
Kondrashov. Afanasy Kondrashov was shot in the 
head and arm, fell into a ditch, lost consciousness, 
and then reached a nearby town. Afanasy Akulov 
was wounded in an ambush early in the morning 
and crawled into a nearby village. He later joined 
the Partisans and died. Fourteen-year-old Eugene 
Kondrashov gathered his courage and rushed 
through the forest to the neighbouring village of 
Osinovye Dvoriki.

Liliya Inozemtseva testifies: "Eugene ran frightened, 
all trembling. I climbed up to the stove and said 
to one of us, "Cap, but Cap, your mother was shot." 
Kapka screamed, and Zhenya said, "Don’t scream. 
All of Hatsun was shot. And Aunt Nyura with Tolik. 
Everyone…" Kapa's mum is Marfa Kondrashova. 
When she heard Hatsuni screaming that morning, 
she ran to help her sister and left the children 
at home. She was caught there and shot with 
everyone.

In the branch of the State Archives of the Bryansk 
Oblast — Documentation Centre of the latest 
history of the Bryansk Oblast in the documents of 
the Bryansk headquarters of the partisan movement 
there is a  copy of the German announcement 
hanging on the residential buildings of the railway 
junction Bryansk II in October 1941. The guerrillas, 
while in the intelligence service, discovered the 

announcement and made a handwritten copy of it:

"It is forbidden to receive and find Red Army soldiers. 
Nevertheless, on October 24, the Red Army killed 
German soldiers in the village of Hatsun in the forest 
southeast of Bryansk.

Since the inhabitants of this village, against the strict 
order of the German authorities, sheltered the Red 
Army and did not prevent this brutal killing, the entire 
village with its population was destroyed.

Any other village or town in which the life of German 
soldiers would be attacked would also be affected.

Who will take in a Red Army or a partisan, give him 
food or clothes and will be shot, as well as will be 
shot — who knows about the organisation or location 
of the partisan detachment and will not inform the 
German authorities…"

How did the executioners fare? With the assistance 
of the Chairman of the Accounts Chamber of the 
Russian Federation Sergey Stepashin, information 
was received about the fate of German officers 
who were the organisers and executors of a brutal 
punitive action in the village of Hatsun in October 
1941.

The commander of the 1st Division of the 156th 
Artillery Regiment, Captain (in  the last rank of 
Major) Theodor Friedman (born 1903), Knight's 
Cross and German Cross in Gold, died in Russia on 
January 10, 1942.

The commander of the 156th Artillery Regiment, 
Colonel (in the last rank of Major General) Wilhelm 
Strecker (born in 1890), was not in Soviet captivity 
and died in 1955.

The commander of the 56th Infantry Division, 
Lieutenant General Karl von Oven (born 1888), 
a Knight's Cross, was not in Soviet captivity and 
died in 1975.

There is no information about the fate of the direct 
perpetrators of this atrocity, but most likely they 
died in the fighting on the approaches to Moscow.

Hatsun is the first, but not the last, victim of the Nazi 
genocide in Bryansk. According to the Acts of the 
Extraordinary State Commission for Investigation of 
Atrocities, 1016 settlements of Bryansk region were 
destroyed during the years of occupation. Villages 
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in the forested areas where the guerrillas were 
active were most often affected. More than 76,000 
civilians were shot, executed, tortured, burned alive, 
killed in bombing raids, and more than 163,000 
were enslaved in Germany. In the Hatsun district 
of Karachevo alone, 149 settlements were burned.

 
1. Report of the commander of the first 
detachment of the 156th artillery regiment to 
the regiment commander on the implemented 
25.10.41. retaliation in the village of Hatsun in the 
south-east of Bryansk. November 15, 1941.

On 24:10:41, each squad battery was ordered to 
search the vicinity of the base with a  mounted 
r e c onn a i s s an c e  g r o u p.  Me anw h i l e,  t h e 
reconnaissance group of the 3rd Battery of 5 riders, 
led by non-commissioned officer Yokish, ran into 
the enemy and engaged in a firefight. The patrol 
lost three scouts and six horses.

Unteroffizier Yokish reports on the details:

"I was riding with my watch on the road indicated in 
the attached map and was shot at point 1 indicated 
on the map for the first time. The direction of the shot 
was to the right. It was about 250 metres from the 
edge of the forest with the house. Before that time, 
I had picked up a Russian soldier and 19 civilians who 
also appeared to be soldiers. Since I could not learn 
anything about the enemy, I allowed a few warning 
shots to be fired and kept moving. Shortly after, we 
took three Russian soldiers prisoner. These soldiers hid 
their weapons in a house that also housed civilians. My 
task was to take the prisoners to the cantonment site 
at a point marked on the map. To protect our horses, 
I ordered them to be led inside a group of captives. 
I myself was at the head of the column.

At point 2, around 15:30, four Russian soldiers jumped 
out of the house and ran into the adjacent forest. 
Gefreiter Soukup, who was marching next to me, 
immediately shot at the men. Several shots were fired 
from the forest. My captives rushed to the ground. 
After that, a simultaneous, from 3 directions, from 

houses and bushes, heavy machine-gun fire began. 
Meanwhile, there was also submachine gun and 
machine gun fire. The enemy was not visible. Suddenly, 
about 40 Russian soldiers and civilians stormed our 
patrol from the woods and from homes, shouting 
"Hurrah," and we retreated and sought shelter behind 
the house. There was only Gefreiter Soukup near me, 
and I lost contact with the rest of my men. I withdrew 
with Soukup to an adjacent cannabis field, and the 
shots were still coming at us, especially from home. 
After retiring to the field of cannabis (about 300 
metres) I reached with Soukup the edge of the forest. 
Private Herrmann joined us there. Approximately 
20 Russian soldiers and civilians continued to follow 
us, so we retreated further, as we no longer had any 
ammunition. In the woods we waited for about 1 
more hour of the rest of the watchmen, who never 
appeared. It was 16:30. To report as soon as possible, 
I set off with my 2‑man compass to the road. There, 
I met a lieutenant in the 234th Infantry and informed 
him of the incident. I myself drove my men in a car 
to the unit's home station and brought the report of 
the incident to the command. I was on the battery at 
about 20:00."

On my team performed 25.10., about 1.00h.  
3 groups of 60 people.

Commanders: First Lieutenant Eilemann,

Lieutenant Hefel,

Petty Officer Glaeser.

Job:

Search and release of 3 members of the battery, 
search of the place, arrest of suspicious persons and 
their shooting.

On their way to the scene, Hefel's group at point 3 
found 13 Cossack saddled horses with 2 guards. The 
guards said the others had gone east. Both soldiers 
were taken with them, the neighbourhood was 
surveyed, the horses were left at about 600m on 
the road. Hefel's group marched on to the village 
of Hatsun.

The village is not a closed settlement. The village 
is divided into northern and southern halves. Each 
part can be considered as a separate village.

Archival documents about a 
memorable place5
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Eilemann's team cleared the southern part of the 
village and at point 2 found 3 bodies of soldiers 
who had disappeared the day before. All three were 
killed. It could be established that one of them had 
been wounded, while both others and the wounded 
had also been shot once in the head at close range. 
Three of the bodies had their boots and stockings 
removed, and one had no trousers or coats. Valuable 
items and money were stolen. Several other Soviet 
soldiers were detained in their homes. During the 
house searches, weapons and ammunition were 
found hidden in the houses. At the same time, the 
women tried, in incomprehensible gestures, to 
divert our soldiers from the arms caches and took 
them to the premises where no weapons were 
hidden. The weapons and ammunition hidden 
in the houses were destroyed. Hefel's group in 
the northern part of the village was released, as 
it turned out that the inhabitants of the northern 
part were not involved in the attack. No weapons 
were found in their homes.

While Eilemann's group was covering the southern 
area and clearing the surrounding area, Lieutenant 
Hefel, from Lieutenant Eilemann, was ordered to 
shoot the residents as they had supported the 
attack the previous day and had concealed weapons 
that day.

68 men were shot, 60 women.

Since most children had a median age between 2 
and 10 years, it was decided not to provide them for 
themselves. For this reason, all the children were 
shot. There were 60 of them.

It should be noted that the attached sketch cannot 
be completely correlated with the actual data of 
the area and the map.

I approve of the behaviour of the 1st Detachment. 
F. Aries. 22.11.

[handwritten remark of the 56th Infantry Division 
by Lieutenant General Karl von Oven]

Federal Military Archives (Freiburg, Germany). BA-MA, RH 

26–56 / 21b. Annexe 177

2. A  German announcement copied by the 
partisans of the Bryansk city squad named after 
Kravtsov, which hung on the residential buildings 
of the railway junction of Bryansk II in October 
1941.

TSDNIBO. F.P-1650. Op.1. D.300. L.90.

3. Memories of Kondrashov V.S BOM-NV-3258

Memories of the partisan of the squad. Kravtsov 
Lyudmila Timofeevna. 1949. 

TSDNIBO. F.P-451. Op.1. D.176. L.3.
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Monument "Grieving mother", dedicated to the peaceful residents 
of the village Hatsun, shot by the German-fascist occupiers. 
1980s. CSDNIBO. Photo documents. Unit storage 1264

Memorial plaque with the names of those shot by the German-
fascist occupiers in October 1941 in the village of Hatsun. 1980s. 
CSDNIBO. Description of photo documents. Unit storage 1265

 

 
Opening of the monument to the victims of fascism in the Hatsun 
Memorial Complex. May 8, 2005. TsDNIBO. Description of photo 
documents.

Hatsun Village Plan 1941. Sketch by 
V. S. Kondrashov

Memorial map
7

Modern photos of the 
memorial6
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1.	 Copied by the partisans of the Bryansk city 
detachment named after Kravtsov German 
announcement hanging on the residential 
buildings of the railway junction Bryansk II in 
October 1941. 
TSDNIBO. F.P‑1650. Op.1. D.300. L.90.

2.	 Report of the commander of the first 
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Hatsun. Yevgeny Kuzin
There is such a Russian village,
There is such a corner of earth.
Where among the light-hazel groves,
Lies a white lily-of-the-valley flood.
There, thick sorrowful pines
Gaze into the hushed huts’ windows.
There, girls are tender as springtime,
Yet few lads remain in the village.
But dear Khatsun’s pastureland,
You live on in terrible memory.
The barking speech, the enemy’s tongue,
Neither the fields nor the rye could forget.
1
It was… Oh, how it was!
Early morning, in uneasy silence,
The staccato of gunfire awoke
The broad meadows of Khatsun.
And Khatsun, Khatsun fell mute—
A handful of Russian pine-log huts.
While the villagers awaited execution,
Clutching their children to their chests.
2
And the sun withered at dawn.
Like the lash of a whip — German speech.
Khatsun’s folk — Russia’s children,

List of archival sources about the 
memorable place8

List of scientific literature about the 
memorable place9

A list of fiction about 
a memorable place, 

including poetry
10



22 23

No one could save you.
Here, where you stand, descendant—
The path of a final breath.
From the past, as from darkness,
Khatsun’s fate strikes us like a bullet.
Slaughter, slaughter, slaughter…
From the hill, a machine gun rattles.
The ditch swells with blood.
And Khatsun’s people perish.
Death throes, tears, and screams.
Oh, God the Protector, save us!
Murderers of the German face
Held their court upon Rus’.
3
And then — silence and ashes.
A single grave for all.
Only lapwings moan in the sky.
Silence. Silence… Silence!
How dreadful you are, how ghastly,
When children’s laughter is gone,
When ashes lie where huts once stood,
And a bloody dawn looms over the field.
4.
Those years toll in my heart like a funeral bell.
And fresh birches stand by the field.
But on Khatsun’s plowland no more sprout
The blue-green blades of rye.
Yet sorrow clings to these quiet huts
And the oaks by the forest road.
No longer do girls sing at dusk
Of the restless dreams of maidenhood.
The girls of reborn Khatsun
Were lured away by distant towns.
And mournful are the pine-tree strings,
Forever. Forever, forever.
Oh, village in the land of Selania,
What do you remember? Speak, do not stay silent!
Oh, Khatsun! Your ancient wound—
Tell me, how can I ever heal it?
https://rospisatel.ru/volchenkova-hazun.htm

On the road Karachev — Bryansk.  
Aleksandr Mekhedov
Grass in the dew. Pleasant sporanka
Open to choose the birthday of the day,
Walk. And slowly by the tank
To touch with the eye of the Eternal Flame.
Karachev — Bryansk.
Peers, Slavs…
Look at the ages from which we grow!
Here the field was often a battlefield,
And the forest is his support and shield.
A familiar path. And roadside signs.
Behind every pillar of the way
Worried, as the blood is alive, in cereals
The field we had to cross.
Here is the inscription that says:
Hatsun.
The forty-first year is boiling up,
And Russian dances over the village
There's a bloody sky all over the flame.
Hatsun is mine, Hatsun is Hatyn's sister!
It was a dream, not a nightmare…
The living remember to this day
Your heavy groan has flown into the sky.
They live forever in the fields of the plains,
They will not be locked in a forest wilderness —
Those three hundred and eighteen,
Those innocents,
Sozzhenykh
Three hundred and eighteen souls.
And then there's the road. I don't mine him.
Half a hundred pillars lay down
With its shadow on the path of the forest,
On this span of my native land.
And in the sun or in the trough of the fog,
Behind a clear or cloudy window —
I'm shining guerrilla clearing
Unflickering solemn fire.
There, boiling indomitable lava,
The people rose up. And went to the death fight,
On the right fight —
And guerrilla glory
He was related to the Russian land.
And here he is, Bryansk, over the edge of 
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Pridesnyanskaya.
Traditional ancestral preservation,
He's an oak guerrilla in his wreath
It weaves a song of the day.
She is red with her high note
(Nova as the world, and, as the world, old) —
Work, tireless work —
The source and profits of good.
And whose heart will not beat proudly,
In whose heart the triumph will not take place,
When the radiant order is attached
On the banner of the proletariat!
Karachev — Bryansk.
All verst signs,
All milestones keeping verst,
That span of land was absorbed into the expanse 
of Russia,
Like a spark in the flame of the Eternal Flame.
https://rospisatel.ru/volchenkova-hazun.htm

Remembering Hatsuni. Yudina Tatyana 
Viktorovna
Clouds passed the windows.
Forty-first was still far away,
Far away — far away there were troubles,
Tears and losses and victories.
People slept quietly at night,
Forgetting that there were wars in the world…
And the trouble went around somewhere
And waited for the June dawn.
In the forty-first, war broke out
And the silence disappeared in the world…
Who went to the front, who joined the partisans.
The horror of bombing, the blood and the wounds,
The children forgot that there was laughter.
Only the fascists were not afraid of their sin:
The village was burned to the ground
In that far scary forty-first,
Peaceful village in Bryansk region,
What's in the woods under the city of Karachev.

Neither children nor women were spared,
The old man who closed the baby —
A girl who could
Whose mother is to be nice and whose mother is 
to be…
Only early did the beasts rejoice:
They couldn't believe it,
That the people of the country have gathered with 
force,
To return the homeland to your beloved
Pride and dignity, freedom…
The Russian people are unaware.
How to live the conquered in the world,
Old people should look children in the eye.
But Hatsun is exterminated, left
Terrible traces after fires
In the form of pipes of stove and ashen…
NO PEOPLE. It'll be years, maybe you,
But we will never forget
Hatsuni's terrible tragedy:
308 souls of innocents
Angels have remained to this day
They look into our hearts with a silent reproach…
I'll take my grandchildren to school soon.
I want you to remember and know,
For which their great-grandfathers fought them.
I explain to my grandchildren: not to the people
Grandfathers fought against fascism.
To live freely, proud,
Your great-grandfathers gave their lives.
https://pisateli-za-dobro.com/new/pamjati-hacuni.
html

Hatsun. Galina Baranova
Same street, same road,
Only grief covered his face,
That no one will meet at the door,
You can't go in on the porch.
That cruelty has not gone away —
Many lives are cut short.
We don't hold ourselves accountable anymore,

https://rospisatel.ru/volchenkova-hazun.htm
https://pisateli-za-dobro.com/new/pamjati-hacuni.html
https://pisateli-za-dobro.com/new/pamjati-hacuni.html
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We call only to keep memory!
According to Hatsuni, the Fascists founded,
Suddenly the enemy came!
At the gate, the girl was crucified,
The others were shot.
And in the gutter in the morning mist
They bayoneted people.
They thought the massacre was humane
The little ones have been killed!
Obelisks: lamps under the roof,
Cranes through fire and smoke.
I ask you, please, be quiet,
The bell cries mournfully at them.
https://stihi.ru/2013/05/18/2158

Our shrines. Mikhail Shumeyko
There is a complex of mourning Hatsun on Bryansk 
land,
In the roll call of the epochs I  hear crying and 
moaning.
From Belarusian fields, from the town of Khatyn
The bells are ringing here.
Our memory is unwittingly disturbed by them
And they return to those events over and over again.
And there are sad days before us,
The dashing of distant godins is resurrected.
We live without borders, we don't need visas.
And always our views and souls are open.
We were connected by the roads of the last war,
And the loss and the pain of her suffered,
And let our Slavic union grow stronger,
Both Hatsun and Hatyn — you are one by fate.
Celebrate, love! And stronger no bonds,
And from troubles, and from evils — take care of 
shrines!
https://vk.com/wall‑199641058_322

The Hatsun Memorial Complex. Rodyukova G. A. — 
Head of Hatsun MC (2014–2017)
Acute heart pain —
hatsun tear,
The boy was burned
village terrible trouble,
And years after him
did not let go,
Suddenly it happened —
it became a matter of life.
Himself, who has experienced a lot,
a prisoner of the Stalag camp,
Forgetting your pain, you
fought there, in the "tops",
Seeking to perpetuate memory
those who died here,
To the memorial museum
tom appeared on the spot.
How many roads
I had to try,
Reconstruction of complex
in Hatsuni start,
We've got it all
now do not know,
But, you knew how to
to his goal of striding.
Poet, journalist, publicist
and writer,
You fought for the complex and
the work was free.
How strong was the way
difficult to pass,
Probably, God, walked
always ahead.
Merged together — farewell
scream crane,
Yes bell ringing
above the tomb of men,
What fell innocent
victims during the war,
And over the years, there could be
forgotten if it weren't for you.
The complex became a memory
a poet for ages,

https://stihi.ru/2013/05/18/2158
https://vk.com/wall-199641058_322


28 29

Here in every word,
in the cry of the crane —
Lives your Soul, in
to all your hand,
The whole life of your meaning
and the way, your way.
Now you're back to them
here forever,
Forever with Hatsuniu poet
bound by fate…
How difficult it is for us today
tears hold,
How hurt you last
to see off…
You've become part of history
life of the country,
You're sad now
flying cranes…
Surprisingly bright, soulful
and the common man,
You left to stay,
here with them forever…
Those old men and women,
boys, kids,
With grateful sadness
look at you,
You left the memory of those killed
here in the ages,
It was not for nothing that they died in Hatsuni
on bayonets.
Sun, Spring Sky and
so want to live!
But, increasingly difficult over the years in
soul pain to store,
"Hatsun Confession" —
part of this pain,
A terrible childhood in prison
fascist captivity.
Always birds sing over
village forest,
Silent bell ringing not
disturbs the peace,
And everyone who is complex
will visit now,

With reverence head
he will bow before you.
Not everyone is given a life
to live well,
Uncherished, dear soul
To serve Russia!
Let your favourite daisies
bend over you,
Preserving memory and eternal
your peace.
Stopped from the pain,
the poet's heart does not beat.
The greatness of the feat of the fallen,
it is sung in the poem by him,
So far, the memory of the people
the tragedy will be alive
The descendants will be over and over again
come back here.
Bright memory to you, Eugene Petrovich!
https://stihi.ru/2024/05/01/4379

No statute of limitations. Bryanskiy Buchenwald. 
https://vk.com/video-203939522_456239152

Liberators. Bryansk. They are not missing. https://
yandex.ru/video/preview/16415400288586686844

A list of documentaries and 
feature films about the site 11

https://vk.com/video-203939522_456239152
https://yandex.ru/video/preview/16415400288586686844
https://yandex.ru/video/preview/16415400288586686844
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Hatsun 25.10.1941. https://vkvideo.ru/video-
172669932_456239057?ref_domain=yastatic.net

https://vkvideo.ru/video-172669932_456239057?ref_domain=yastatic.net
https://vkvideo.ru/video-172669932_456239057?ref_domain=yastatic.net
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