z
o
=
[
o
zZZ
a3
[CHTS

-
g
E
-
w
a
0
w
o
o

08NasyLid 1S

nd1ldin3d TWId0W 31 360HSN0naUHS]d




The guide was created as part of the "No Statute of
Limitations: Routes of Memory to the Sites of Nazi
Cenocide Against Civilians in Russia and Abroad"
project.

The project aims to preserve the truth about
the crimes committed by the Nazis and their
collaborators against civilians during the Great
Patriotic War as manifestations of genocide
policy, as well as to foster among young people
a rejection of Nazism in all its forms by engaging
with significant memorial complexes and sites of
memory both in the Russian Federation and abroad.

As part of the project, travel guides and audio guides
to memorial sites have been created in Russian,
English, and German to facilitate their widespread
use in tourism, education, and civicengagement:

1. Ravensbriick Memorial(Germany)
2. Maidanek Memorial (Poland)

3. "Krasny" Concentration Camp Memorial
(Republic of Crimea)

4. "Dulag-100" Memorial (Pskov Oblast)
5. "Hatsun" Memorial Complex (Bryansk Oblast)

6. Zhestyanaya Gorka Memorial Complex
(Novgorod Oblast)

7. Zmievskaya Balka Memorial Complex (Rostov
Oblast)

8. "Peski”" Memorial (Republic of Karelia)

9. Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery (St.
Petersburg)

10."Dulag-126" Memorial Complex (Smolensk
Oblast)

11. Ksty Memorial Complex (Tver Oblast)

The project seeks to counter historical falsification
and improve access to knowledge about the
genocide of civilians perpetrated by the Nazis and
theiraccomplices. Its practical novelty and value lie
in the creation of unique audio and textual content
that can be used not only within Russian society
but also integrated into international discourse,
influencing interpretations of World War Il events
in Western countries and the U.S. and exposing the
true nature of Nazism.

The project was implemented by the Agency for
Social Projects "Culture. Education. Science" with
the support of the Presidential Grants Foundation.
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- Information about the memorial

Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery is a sorrowful
monument to the victims of the Great Patriotic
War, a witness to a universal tragedy, and a place of
collective reverence.

The memorial is dedicated to the memory of all the
residents and defenders of besieged Leningrad.
People hold sacred the memory of the heroes of
Leningrad’s defense, as reflected in the epitaph by
Olga Berggolts: *"No one is forgotten, nothing is
forgotten,” and the commemorative inscription
on the friezes of the pavilions by Mikhail Dudin:
*"Toyou, our selfless defenders.."*

Piskaryovskoye Cemetery was opened on the
outskirts of Leningrad in the late 1930s and took its
name from a nearby village. It became the primary
burial site for those who perished during the siege
of the city in the Great Patriotic War.

According to archival records from the Leningrad
City Executive Committee and cemetery documents,
over 490,000 people were buried here during the
siege, including 75,951 in the military section. The
highest number of burials occurred during the
first, most horrific winter of 1941-1942 (with peak
periods seeing up to 10,000 burials per day). Injust
six months, from December 1,1941, to June 1,1942,
371,428 people were interred here.

Spanning 26 hectares, Piskaryovskoye Cemetery
contains 186 mass graves, most of them unnamed.
It is the largest wartime cemetery in the world
and stands as one of the city’s most poignant
symbols—an eternal memorial to the resilience
of Leningraders who endured the horrors of the
siege. Its archives hold numerous valuable historical
documents related to the blockade, testifying to the
incredible heroism of the Soviet people.

As early as February 1945, a competition was
announced in Leningrad for a memorial design to

honor the city’s defenders. Among all submissions,
the winning project was by a young architect,
Alexander Vasilyev, who was only 32 at the time. His
design impressed the commission and, remarkably,
was realized almost exactly as he had envisioned.

Alexander Vasilyev himself was a survivor of the
siege. He remained in Leningrad and, despite
immense hardship, continued working—drawing
maps for partisans, creating posters and postcards
to uplift his fellow citizens, and illustrating
newspapers. In January 1945, he returned to
architecture, joining the only active design bureau
in the city, Lenproekt, under the direction of
Yevgeny Levinson, an acclaimed architect who had
designed many key city buildings and overseen
the construction of defensive fortifications near
Leningrad. Levinson later became Vasilyev’s co-
author on the memorial project.

Construction of the memorial began in 1955.
Workers leveled the ground and raised 186 mounds
over the mass graves. Eight hundred railcars of
granite were delivered from Ukrainian quarries for
the memorial. Later, trees and thousands of red
roses were planted across the cemetery grounds.
These efforts continued for nearly four years.

Description of the territory
of the memorial

The Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery
exemplifies minimalism. Its design is restrained,
even austere — an entirely justified architectural
choice. Yet the creators felt the need for an
emotional focal point to fully express empathy for
the dead and their descendants. This led to the
creation of the striking *Motherland® sculpture,
also referred to as *“Mother Motherland®. The
sculptor, Vera Isayeva— a blockade survivor who
had contributed to the city’s camouflage efforts—
called it *“Mother Motherland®.

Vera Isayeva was not only a talented sculptor but
also a strong-willed woman whose vitality was
awe-inspiring. In an essay about her, writer Vera
Ketlinskaya recounted: *"Isayeva sculpted with
relentless creative determination. Her studio
was bombed. She salvaged what she could and
continued working at home... A nearby shell blast
shattered the windows of her already freezing



apartment. She boarded them up with plywood
and built a makeshift stove from bricks. Weak
from hunger, she found it increasingly difficult
to sculpt... Yet, lying half-conscious by the light of
an oil lamp, she stubbornly worked day after day,
refusing to yield."

The memorial was solemnly inaugurated on May
9, 1960, the 15th anniversary of Victory Day. Its
central architectural feature is a 150-meter-long,
4-meter-high granite stele wall with six bas-
reliefs. Inscribed on it are the words of poet Olga
Berggolts, who lived in Leningrad throughout the
siege:

*"_Not one of your lives, comrades, has been forgotten!*
*Under relentless fire from sky, land, and sea,”*

*You performed your daily feats with dignity and
simplicity,”

*And together with your Motherland, you achieved
Victory!™

*So before your immortal lives,*

*On this solemn and mournful field,*

*May the grateful people forever bow their banners,”
*The Motherland, and the hero-city of Leningrad!"*

The most famous tribute to the siege’s heroes
remains Berggolts’ epitaph, ending with the
iconic words: *"No one is forgotten, nothing is
forgotten."

Above the stele rises the *Motherland* monument.
A 480-meter-long central avenue connects it to the
Eternal Flame, lit on the memorial’s opening day
from a torch brought from the Field of Mars.

At the cemetery’s entrance, a marble plaque
bears the inscription: *"From September 4, 1941,
toJanuary 22,1944, 107,158 bombs were dropped
on the city, 148,478 shells were fired, 16,744 people
were killed, 33,782 were wounded, and 641,803
died of starvation.™

Recommended travel and sightseeing
routes for visitors

Two pavilions near the main entrance house a mu-
seum displaying photographs from the siege, as
well as the legendary diary of Tanya Savicheva,
a Leningrad schoolgirl.

In April 1961, a decree declared Piskaryovskoye
Memorial Cemetery the *"principal monument to
the heroes who gave their lives for the happiness,
freedom, and independence of our Motherland..."
The same decree mandated that city tour agencies
include the memorial in their routes and tasked the
State Museum of Leningrad History with creating
an exhibition in the pavilions’ ground floors.

The exhibition was to reflect the Nazis’ criminal
plans to destroy Leningrad, the dire living condi-
tions during the 900-day siege, the courage and
resilience of its people, the eventual victory over the
enemy, and the defeat of German-fascist forces near
Leningrad. Over time, the exhibition has been up-
dated. Today, it occupies the right pavilion’s ground
floor, with documentary photographs remaining
its core.

Visitors can view photo and film chronicles of the
siege, including *"Memories of the Siege"™ and
*"City Under Siege"™ (compiled in 1990 from foot-
age shot by wartime cameramen at great personal
risk), as well as Sergei Larenkov’s *"Siege Album."™

The Eternal Flame on the memorial’s upper ter-
race burns in memory of all blockade victims and
the city’s heroic defenders. A 300-meter Central
Alley, lined with red roses, stretches from the Eter-
nal Flame to the *Motherland* monument. To ei-
ther side lie the sorrowful mounds of mass graves,
each marked with a slab bearing the year of burial,
oak leaves (symbolizing courage and endurance),
a hammer and sickle (for civilians), or a five-pointed
star (for soldiers).

Along the cemetery’s eastern boundary runs the
Avenue of Remembrance, established in 2002. Me-
morial plaques from cities, regions, organizations,
and foreign countries honor Leningrad’s defenders.

The memorial’s artistic unity is enhanced by its
ponds, pergola, white marble pool, stone benches,
obelisks, granite rosettes, and wrought-iron fencing
with downward-curving twigs—symbolizing lives
cutshort.

Around 46 species of trees and shrubs grow across
the complex. Somber yet triumphant music by Rus-
sian and foreign composers plays over the memo-
rial, a perpetual reminder of the siege’s horrors.

OnJanuary 18, 2004, at the initiative of students
from St. Petersburg School No. 144, a unique mon-
ument —the *"Siege Desk"*—was installed on



the Avenue of Remembrance, the only memorial
in Russia dedicated to the teachers and students
of besieged Leningrad.

Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery is itself a har-
rowing testament to the Nazi genocide of the Soviet
people, exposing the crimes of fascism. On Octo-
ber 20, 2022, the St. Petersburg City Court officially
recognized the Nazis’ actions during the siege as
genocide.

Piskaryovskoye is more than a necropolis—it is
sacred ground, saturated with Leningrad’s suffer-
ing and heroism. Every meter speaks of inhuman
endurance and indomitable spirit. Combining mon-
umental power and poignant lyricism, the memo-
rial transforms a site of mass death into an eternal
tribute to courage, a warning to future generations
about war’s horrors and the price of peace. Visiting
Piskaryovskoye is a deeply personal and emotional
experience —an act of remembrance and respect
for those who paid the ultimate price for the city’s
survival and Victory.

Archived documents about the
memorial site
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From the interrogation protocol of the accused serviceman of
the 910th artillery regiment of the Wehrmacht Franz Koepke.
January 31st 1944. TSGASPB. F. 8557. Op. 6. D. 1102. L. 540b-55.

10

Hows 4/

The statement of the director of the 218th school of the Kuibyshev
district of Leningrad about the shelling. August 25,1943.
TSGASPB. F. 8557. Op. 6. D.1096. L. 48.

Providing medical assistance to victims of shelling. Leningrad,
December 6,1943. TSCASPB. F. 8557. Op. 6. D.1079. L. 23.

"During the shelling”. Leningrad. The TASS newsreel.

Modern photos of the
memorial
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