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The guide was created as part of the "No Statute of 
Limitations: Routes of Memory to the Sites of Nazi 
Genocide Against Civilians in Russia and Abroad" 
project.

The project aims to preserve the truth about the 
crimes committed by the Nazis and their collabora‑
tors against civilians during the Great Patriotic War 
as manifestations of genocide policy, as well as to 
foster among young people a rejection of Nazism in 
all its forms by engaging with significant memorial 
complexes and sites of memory both in the Russian 
Federation and abroad.

As part of the project, travel guides and audio guides 
to memorial sites have been created in Russian, En‑
glish, and German to facilitate their widespread use 
in tourism, education, and civic engagement:

1.	 Ravensbrück Memorial(Germany)

2.	 Maidanek Memorial (Poland)

3.	 "Krasny" Concentration Camp Memorial (Re‑
public of Crimea)

4.	  "Dulag‑100" Memorial (Pskov Oblast)

5.	 "Hatsun" Memorial Complex (Bryansk Oblast)

6.	 Zhestyanaya Gorka Memorial Complex 
(Novgorod Oblast)

7.	 Zmievskaya Balka Memorial Complex (Rostov 
Oblast)

8.	  "Peski" Memorial (Republic of Karelia)

9.	 Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery (St. Peters‑
burg)

10.	"Dulag‑126" Memorial Complex (Smolensk 
Oblast)

11.	 Ksty Memorial Complex (Tver Oblast)

The project seeks to counter historical falsification 
and improve access to knowledge about the geno‑
cide of civilians perpetrated by the Nazis and their 
accomplices. Its practical novelty and value lie in 
the creation of unique audio and textual content 
that can be used not only within Russian society 
but also integrated into international discourse, 
influencing interpretations of World War II events 
in Western countries and the U.S. and exposing the 
true nature of Nazism.

The project was implemented by the Agency for 
Social Projects "Culture. Education. Science" with 
the support of the Presidential Grants Foundation.
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Memorial complex 
dedicated to the memory 
of Soviet citizens who died 
in the transfer camp Dulag 
126 in Smolensk

Amelin Sergey Aleksandrovich, Candidate of 
Technical Sciences, Associate Professor of the 

branch of the National Research University MPEI 
in Smolensk, local historian, researcher of the topic 

of Smolensk during the German occupation

The official name of the complex according to 
the registration card of military burial No. 16-10: 
"Memorial cemetery, where 45 thousand prison‑
ers of war and civilians who were tortured by the 
Nazi invaders are buried." Place and date of burial: 
Smolensk, the intersection of Normandie Neman 
and ul. Zoya Kosmodemyanskaya, 1941-1943. All 45 
thousand buried people are considered unknown.

A memorial complex in memory of the victims of 
fascism was opened in this place in 1968. A monu‑
ment to Soviet soldiers who died in 1941-1943 was 
erected at the Bratsk cemetery.

A modern version of the memorial on the site of 
the camp graves was erected in 1975 by the archi‑
tects G. Soosar and Ye. Antonova Street. It includes 
mass graves and memorial structures. The memo‑
rial complex covers an area of over 19 thousand 
square meters. m. It is located in the form of an 
elongated rectangle with dimensions of approxi‑
mately 200*50 m. on the site of camp graves. The 
transfer camp of prisoners of war Dulag 126 (the 
so-called "Big Camp") was located to the south and 
occupied a whole block to 1st Krasninskaya St. (now 
Nikolaev St.). The camp was separated from the 
burial sites by two rows of barbed wire, which ran 
exactly where the concrete fence of the former mil‑
itary unit is now. In total, 87 group burial sites were 
discovered on the territory of the current memorial 
complex.

 
 
 
The entrance to the memorial complex from the 
Normandie-Niemen Street is decorated with 
three massive inverted trapezes of concrete, paint‑
ed in a dark red blood color. On the central one is 
an inscription: "45 thousand Soviet citizens were 
tortured here – prisoners of a concentration camp, 
tortured by fascist executioners in 1941-1943.

The trapezoids inside are hollow and symbolize 
the camp barracks. They can be viewed through 
small windows with massive prison bars. 

A similar lattice with pointed bars can be seen 
on the main facade of the central trapezoid just 
above the inscription, which speaks of the mon‑
strous crimes committed here.

This is followed by 210 concrete tombstones ar‑
ranged in 70 rows of 3 each. These tombstones 
mark the sites of mass graves of those killed in 
the camp. Groups of tombstones are separated by 
cube-shaped obelisks, which conventionally indi‑
cate the years of death: 1941, 1942, and 1943. 

A central alley runs along these tombstones. At the 
end of the alley on the right side there is a single 
tombstone and memorial plates with the inscrip‑
tion "Here are the remains of unknown soldiers of 
the Red Army who defended the Smolensk region 
during the Great Patriotic War"

At the opposite end of the memorial complex is an 
earthen mound with a wide staircase, completed 
with a ceremonial platform, on which a massive 
bronze wreath is horizontally fixed with the in‑
scription "To the brutally tortured, executed, but 
not subdued-eternal memory".

This mound offers a view of the memorial com‑
plex, as well as the territory where the actual Du‑
lag 126 POW camp was located.

The tour of the memorial complex should start 
from the main entrance, from Normandie-Nie‑
men Street. Then follow the central alley along 
the symbolic graves to the mound. After climbing 
to the ceremonial platform, you can look at the 

Description of the memori-
al's territory 1

Recommended travel and 
sightseeing routes for visitors 2

Coordinates 54°46 '19.29" N, 32° 1 '12.99" E
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place where the prisoner of war camp itself was. 
It was located south of the memorial complex and 
occupied a whole block almost to 1st Krasninskaya 
St. (now Nikolaev St.). In this part of the camp, in 
the immediate vicinity of the mound, there was a 
death barrack, as well as a platform with a gallows 
where prisoners were executed. Now the memori‑
al is separated from the territory where the camp 
was located by a concrete fence of the former mil‑
itary unit. In fact, this fence is installed where the 
camp fence was located, consisting of two rows of 
barbed wire.

After that, you can go back along the alley along 
the fence of the former military unit (i.e., actual‑
ly along the former border of the camp) to Nor‑
mandie-Niemen Street.

The memorial on Normandie-Neman Street in 
Smolensk is located on the largest burial site of 
prisoners of war and civilians in the city. This is the 
burial site of the so-called "Big" camp. This camp 
was one of the sites for holding prisoners of war 
of the German transfer camp of prisoners of war 
Dulag 126. In total, there were four large sites for 
holding prisoners of war in Smolensk: the Bol‑
shoy, Maly, Yuzhny and Severny camps (the latter 
located in the suburbs of Smolensk near the Mos‑
cow-Minsk highway). There was also a prisoner of 
war hospital on the Kiev Highway (now Gagarin 
Avenue). It is known for certain that at least two 
of these camps also held civilians. These are the 
Bolshoy and Yuzhny camps. It is impossible to de‑
termine exactly how many Soviet civilians died 
in these camps, since the vast majority of the re‑
mains in the graves belong to prisoners of war. 
However, in Smolensk there was a place of execu‑
tion and burial of civilians: patriots, underground 
workers, partisans, as well as civilians suspected 
of having links with partisans and underground 
workers. During the years of occupation, it was a 
near suburb of Smolensk, Readovskoe household 
farm, now it is Readovka Park. 

In the central part of this park, in 1970, in memory 
of those who died in the struggle against the Nazi 
invaders, the memorial "Mound of Immortality" 
(architect D. P. Kovalenko) was opened. The high 
hill made by Smolyan hands is crowned with an 

Historical background
3

11-meter stele in the form of an unfolded book. 
The Eternal Flame burns near the Mound, and 
two red granite banners are bowed to it. And not 
far from the Mound, on the mass grave of Soviet 
citizens shot in 1942-1943, there is a monument 
"Grieving Mother" (sculptor A. G. Sergeev, artist S. 
S. Novikov, architect A. G. Stemparzhitsky).

The "big" camp was not the first prisoner-of-war 
camp to appear in Smolensk. Probably, at first 
it was an army assembly point, organized in the 
premises of former artillery depots on Krasninsky 
Highway (this area was occupied already on the 
first day of the battle for the city, July 15, 1941).

The first German transfer camp Dulag 240 ap‑
peared in Smolensk on August 10, 1941 Dulagand 
organized the camps "Severny", "Yuzhny", as well as 
a hospital for prisoners of war. Transfer camp Du‑
lag 126 was relocated to Smolensk from Minsk a 
month later, on September 16, 1941. He organized 
the camps "Big" and "Small".

In September-October 1941, Dulag 240 was the 
largest prisoner-of-war camp in Smolensk, at that 
time it contained about 20 thousand prisoners of 
war at the same time, and in two weeks in October 
1941, 75 thousand prisoners of war passed through 
it, who were sent to places of permanent deten‑
tion. It also contained civilians, but in small num‑
bers (this is mentioned in the report of the camp 
commandant for October 1941).

However, Dulag 240 did not stay in Smolensk for 
long and already in early November 1941 was re‑
located to Rzhev. The poet did not know anything 
about this transfer camp until recently, and it is 
not mentioned in the materials of the Extraordi‑
nary State Commission. From the beginning of 
November 1941, all POW sites in Smolensk were 
taken over by Dulag 126. 

The " big " camp lasted almost all the time of the 
occupation of the city until the second half of Sep‑
tember 1943. That is why his burial is the largest. In 
October 1943, during the work of the Extraordinary 
State Commission, it was established that in the 
graves of the "Big" camp there are approximately 
45 thousand dead prisoners of war and civilians, in 
the graves of the "Small" camp 15 thousand, in the 
joint burial of the camp "Southern" and the hospi‑
tal of prisoners of war 30 thousand and in the buri‑
al of the camp "Northern".
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At first, the commandant of the "Big" camp was 
Major (Ritscher The head "of the Ic department" 
was Lieutenant Ettke Giess. Then Colonel Franke 
became commandant, followed by – Gisset. 

The first Russian commandant of the camp was 
captain-cavalryman Kostromin, who was captured 
at Volkovysk, and his deputy was Zelinsky. Kostro‑
min was replaced by Romanenko. The first head 
of the Russian camp police was Grigorenko, the 
second – the former chairman of the Iznoskovsky 
district Council of the Smolensk region – Timofey 
Azarovich Dolganov, and the third – Tupitsyn. Ac‑
cording to the testimony of former prisoners of 
war, they were all pathological sadists, but Dol‑
ganov –in particular.

In autumn, Dulag 126 consisted of two isolated 
sites (camps). The so-called "Big "camp was lo‑
cated on the vast territory of the destroyed ware‑
houses of the Red Army in the area of Krasninsky 
Highway, almost at the city line, and the" Small " 
camp was located in the warehouses and stables 
of the Narva barracks next to the slope of the Chu‑
rilovsky ravine, on which the camp's burial site was 
located.

The location for the "Small" camp was chosen by 
the staff of Dulag 240 in mid-October 1941, but it 
was immediately decided that it would become 
part of Dulag 126 and was already organized by 
the personnel of this transfer camp 1. An additional 
platform was needed to accommodate prisoners 
of war arriving from the Vyazemsky boiler area. 
Later, from December 1941, the "Small" camp was 
used as a typhoid isolation ward.

The capacity of the" Big " camp was about 25 thou‑
sand people. The premises for prisoners of war 
were practically unheated and unlit. The tem‑
perature and sanitary conditions in the camp are 
monstrous, the food is disgusting, on the verge or 
beyond exhaustion, typhus raged in the winter of 
1941-1942. Maddened by hunger, people went to 
the point of eating corpses, for which they were 
punished with the gallows 2. 

The data collected by the Extraordinary State 
Commission on the conditions of detention of 

1	  BA/MA. RH. 49/78
2	  A.I. Volobuev told the GC investigators about the 
public execution of four such corpse-eaters in November 
1941 (GARF. F. R-7021. CI. 44/1090. L.48)

prisoners of war and civilians do not contradict 
the German data at all. So, in the journal of com‑
bat operations of the army group "Center" in the 
entry for November 13, it says about the results of 
the inspection of Dulag No. 126: daily mortality – 
about a hundred, the main reason – from exhaus‑
tion. The available number of prisoners of war in 
the camp is 15 thousand people, which is 10 times 
more than its normal capacity. At the same time, 
there are not enough barracks, bunks, straw for 
prisoners of war, and there is no stove heating. Ra‑
tion: 300 g of bread, 100 g of horse meat and 200 
g of potatoes or millet. No labor use is possible for 
such exhausted prisoners of war. By December 17, 
the death rate had already reached 200-250 peo‑
ple, as the typhus epidemic began 3.

Sanitary and medical care for prisoners of war was 
reduced to the fact that after the healthy left for 
work, doctors sent infectious and seriously ill pa‑
tients to isolation cells and hospitals, while the 
service personnel pulled out the dead with iron 
hooks overnight, which were buried in holes near 
the camp. Later, a bathhouse with a disinfection 
chamber was built in the camp to fight lice.

The German commandant's office and the Rus‑
sian commandant of the camp were located at 
the entrance to the camp (see the camp plan). The 
camp had two large barracks (former warehous‑
es), which contained healthy prisoners of war who 
were able to go to work. In one of these barracks, 
the camp police (from among prisoners of war) 
also lived. Next to the commandant's office was 
a barrack for prisoners of war officers, and in the 
eastern part, separated from the rest – a barrack 
for prisoners of political personnel. 

The camp also had an isolation barrack (typhoid 
barrack) and a barrack for the seriously ill (death 
row barrack). In the center of the camp there was 
a bathhouse and a sanitary pass, next to it in 1941-
1942-a kitchen. In 1943, the kitchen was moved 
to the eastern part of the camp. Camp craftsmen 
(locksmiths, carpenters, etc.) lived in a separate 
barrack. In the western part of the camp there was 
a barrack, which separately housed prisoners of 
war of non-Slavic nationality (Kazakhs, Uzbeks, 
Tatars, Kalmyks), whom the camp administration 
tried to recruit into national battalions. 

In the north-western part of the camp, a gallows 

3	  BA/MA. RH. 19 II/121. Bl. 57–67.
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was erected on an open area, where prisoners of 
war were executed.

In addition to prisoners of war, barracks 5, 6, and 
7 (they are not shown in the diagram, apparently 
in the eastern part of the camp) also contained ci‑
vilians from the surrounding areas, who were im‑
prisoned in the camp for supporting the partisan 
movement and sabotaging the activities of the 
Nazi authorities.

The conditions of detention of this part of the pris‑
oners were even worse than prisoners of war. They 
were not provided with food and had to live off 
their relatives ' transfers. Often, these programs 
were not delivered to prisoners, because the best 
products were taken away by the camp guards. 
Due to the harsh conditions of detention in the 
camp, the death rate among the civilian popula‑
tion from hunger, typhoid, dysentery, and cold 
was even higher than among prisoners of war.

In 1942-1943, there were civilians on the territory 
of the camp, who were taken by the Germans to 
work in Germany.

Information about the fact that there were also 
civilians in the POW camps appeared in the first 
materials of the Emergency State Commission 
(ChGC). This is mentioned in the certificate on 
the mass extermination of captured soldiers and 
commanders of the Red Army, as well as the civil‑
ian population in Smolensk concentration camp 
No. 126, compiled by the head of the operational 
department of the NKVD of the Smolensk region, 
Major of State Security Sychev in October 1943.

Direct confirmation of this fact is also available in 
German documents. So in the report of the com‑
mandant of Dulag-240 for September 1941, it says: 
"The civilians brought to the camp create a lot of 
inconvenience and take a lot of time, being a big 
burden for the camp management. Only in one 
camp "Yuzhny" there are about 20 civilians, per‑
manent residents of the city of Smolensk, who 
were arrested in the city itself and taken to the 
camp without any grounds. The SD promised to 
send a police officer to the camp to conduct a po‑
lice investigation against these civilians, but this 
has not yet been done". 4 

The main reasons why civilians could get into 
the camps were two-citizens were imprisoned in 

4	  BA/MA. RH. 49/78

the camps either on suspicion of being associat‑
ed with partisans, or for sabotaging the orders of 
the German fascist authorities and violating the 
orders of the city chief. In other cities, there is evi‑
dence that the entire male population of military 
age was sent to POW camps, but no such evidence 
was found in Smolensk.

The conditions of detention of this part of the 
prisoners were even worse than prisoners of war. 
The rooms in which the prisoners were held were 
wooden sheds, not insulated, without stoves, 
without floors. You had to sleep on the ground and 
dirt – there was no bedding or even straw. Citizens 
were not provided with food and were obliged to 
live solely at the expense of transfers from rela‑
tives. Often, even these messages did not reach 
the prisoners, as the best products were taken by 
the Gestapo. The death rate among the camp's 
civilian population was even higher than among 
prisoners of war.

One of the former prisoners of war, G. M. Itunin, 
watched as 50 civilians were brought to the camp 
every day. From conversations with them, he found 
out that they were taken to Dulag No. 126 from the 
settlements where the partisans were. Especially 
many civilians were brought in at the beginning 
of 1942. Then separate barracks of camp No. 5, 6, 
and 7 were set aside for them.A lot of people were 
brought from Krasninsky, Monastyrshchinsky, and 
Kardymovsky districts of the Smolensk region. 
Itunin mentioned that civilians did not receive 
food in the camp – everyone from the village came 
with sacks with large supplies of food and cloth‑
ing. In fact, almost everything was taken away by 
the police. All partisans identified in Dulag and 
those associated with them were hanged or shot 
by the Gestapo right in the camp in front of other 
prisoners. 

The State Archive of the Smolensk region stores 
acts recorded from the words of civilians who 
found themselves in camps, or eyewitnesses of 
similar cases. 5 One of these memories belongs 
to the then sixteen-year-old Pokladov Vladimir. 
During the occupation, the entire population be‑
tween the ages of 14 and 65 had to be registered at 
the labor exchange. Vladimir was assigned to work 
on the roads: in winter-snow removal, in spring-

5	  GASO. F. R-1630. CI 2/29.
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mud removal, as well as repair work. The working 
day lasted 15-16 hours. They gave out only 200 
grams of bread a day, and paid less than a mark 
for work (a kilogram of bread cost ten marks). For 
a teenager, such working conditions were unbear‑
able. From hunger, cold and exhaustion, Vladimir 
fell down, could not work, for which he was beat‑
en several times by German guards. Pokladov was 
sent to the camp five times for absenteeism. The 
conditions there were even harsher. They were 
forced to pull firewood from the cold water of 
the Dnieper River from early morning until late 
at night. At the same time, it was not allowed to 
build bonfires for heating. For the day, 200 grams 
of bread with sawdust and a liter of liquid soup 
made from garbage were given out. 

Or another case. Trushkin Alexander Konstan‑
tinovich described how he was assigned to the 
camp for not going to work for two days. This is 
how he described the mode installed there. At 5 
o'clock rise, from 6 to 17 work-unloading of fire‑
wood. From 12 to 12.30 break. From 17 to 18 hours 
lunch, after-cleaning in the yard. Lights out at 20 
o'clock. For non-compliance with the norm or any 
misdemeanor, the period of stay in the camp was 
increased by 3 days. Due to the lack of proper sani‑
tary conditions, all the prisoners had countless lice 
and fleas, and many diseases. No medical assis‑
tance was provided.

Various announcements, as well as orders from 
the mayor Boris Menshagin, were published in the 
Novy Put newspaper. There were frequent reports 
about sending able-bodied citizens to various 
types of work by order of the labor exchange. Per‑
sons who evaded work, left their place of work, or 
disobeyed other orders of the occupation admin‑
istration were considered wreckers and saboteurs 
and were punished accordingly, namely, by forced 
labor in the camp. The mayor could send the per‑
petrators to the camp for up to 14 days.

It was also possible to get into the camp for minor 
offenses. In the same newspaper, Novy Put, some 
"incidents" and their consequences were pub‑
lished for edification. In particular, it was reported 
that a certain citizen Markovich could be seen at 
the Zadniprovsky market, performing "dark oper‑
ations" for the sale and exchange of goods. Even 
after several warnings, the citizen continued her 
criminal activities, for which she was eventual‑
ly brought to justice and sentenced to 10 days of 
forced labor.

The head of the salt warehouse, citizen Shchel‑
kin, and his assistant Glazunov were sentenced to 
14 days of arrest for attempting to steal 200 kilo‑
grams of salt from the warehouse. 

Citizens Dyubanov and Vorobyov voluntarily left 
the work they were sent to by the labor exchange. 
They were sentenced to 14 days of forced labor for 
violating labor discipline.

Also among the witness statements in the ma‑
terials of the ChGK, there is information that the 
Gestapo could transfer some of the detained ci‑
vilians to the status of" prisoners of war " for their 
further transfer to Germany. In addition, witness 
A. I. Chizhov recalled how in March 1941, out of 121 
civilian patients in the hospital, at least two-thirds 
were transferred to prisoners of war. 

There was another reason why civilians might end 
up in transit camps. In 1942, the planned hijack‑
ing of the civilian population to work in Germany 
began. Before being loaded into trains, they were 
kept in dulags for some time. In particular, M. M. 
Kazimirov writes about this in his memoirs 6

"Approximately in April 1942, prisoners of war who 
worked in separate economic units, civilians who were 
taken to Germany, as well as newly arriving prisoners 
of war began to pass through the bathhouse and dez-
kamera."

 "There was a case that when talking to one woman, 
it turned out that there was a prisoner of war with 
the same name in a construction barrack. When the 
prisoner of war was informed about this, it turned out 
that it was his wife, i.e. the husband and wife met. My 
wife refused to go to Germany, there was an uproar, a 
commotion among the Germans, this fact served as a 
clear agitation not to go to Germany."

Civilians who were in the camps in the first place 
were sent to work. Thus, the commandant of Du‑
lag 240 in his report reports that in September 
1941, "the number of prisoners of war on daily work 
varies from 500 to 800 people. This is mainly done 
by civilian internees who cannot be removed. 
Currently, 280 people work directly in the camp. 
These are medical and sanitary personnel, cooks 
and cooks ' staff, camp police, horse breeders and 
drivers for horse-drawn carts, construction work‑
ers and cleaners."

6	 GANISO. F. R-142, CI 2/554
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Thus, the conditions of detention of civilians in 
POW camps are confirmed by numerous sources. 
The conditions of their detention were no bet‑
ter than those of prisoners of war. The detainees 
range in age from teenagers to the elderly. How 
many civilians died in the POW camps is still un‑
known. 

The activities of Dulag 126 in Smolensk were 
somewhat different from the classic functions of a 
transfer camp. Since 1942, it has performed some 
of the functions of permanent detention camps. 
Prisoners of war could stay in it for several months 
or more. From the camp, work teams were con‑
stantly sent to perform work on clearing rubble, 
loading and unloading operations at the railway 
station, to the bakery, power plant, etc. This is con‑
firmed both by the testimonies of former prison‑
ers of war and by numerous German photographs 
from the time of the occupation. 

According to the memoirs of M. M. Kazimirov, 
there was a separate barrack for political workers 
in the "Big" camp, and he saw from afar political 
instructor Ilyashchenko, who was captured in the 
fall of 1941. Kazimirov suggests that Ilyashchenko 
was in the camp until its evacuation in September 
1943.

He also repeatedly met with Major Borodinov Ev‑
dokim Vasilyevich, who lived in the officers ' bar‑
racks, and for quite a long time. At least Mikhail 
Kazimirov claims that Borodinov spoke about 
attempts to recruit him into Vlasov's army, which 
could not have happened before the end of 1942. 
However, according to archival data, then Borod‑
inov was transferred to the permanent detention 
camp Stalag 342. Thus, the camp was constantly 
occupied not only by prisoners of war who were 
engaged in permanent work in the camp (doctors, 
cooks, stokers, bath attendants, etc.), but also by 
ordinary prisoners of war for a long time.

Another feature is the release from captivity for 
permanent work and residence in the city at the 
request of the city council. Former Mayor of Smo‑
lensk Boris Menshagin in his memoirs says at least 
two or three thousand released. The mass release 
from captivity is indicated by the fact that a typo‑
graphic form was printed for the request for re‑
lease. Several dozens of such petitions have been 
preserved in the archive documents of the GASO 7.. 

7	  GASO. F. R-2573. CI 1/4. L. 48.

During the work of the ChGC in October 1943, a 
plan for the "Big Camp"was drawn up. Kazimirov 
also gives a map of the camp in his memoirs. Based 
on these plans and German aerial photography, it 
was possible to restore a fairly accurate location of 
the objects of the " Big " camp and make a brief de‑
scription of them. Unfortunately, data from differ‑
ent sources vary and there are still doubts about 
the location of some objects. In addition, there is 
no information about the location of barracks for 
the civilian population.

In the course of the work of the ChGC, a large num‑
ber of testimonies were collected about the ap‑
palling conditions of detention of prisoners of war 
and the gigantic mortality rate in Dulag 126, espe‑
cially in the autumn of 1941 and winter of 1942. A 
number of them are published in this issue.

According to the conclusion of the ChGC 8, during 
the existence of Dulag 126 in Smolensk, about 60 
thousand Soviet prisoners of war died in it (about 
45 thousand in the "Big" and about 15 thousand in 
the "Small"). This is almost twice as much as the 
entire population of occupied Smolensk.
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8	  Information about the mass extermination by the 
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4
Archive documents



16 17

4.	 From the report of the Extraordinary State 
Commission on the mass extermination of 
prisoners of war and peaceful Soviet citizens 
by the German-fascist invaders in Smolensk 
and its environs (November 6, 1943) / / GA RF. F. 
7021. CI 116. Protocol No. 19.

5.	 From the report of the Extraordinary State 
Commission on the mass extermination of 
prisoners of war and peaceful Soviet citizens 
by the German-Fascist invaders in gor. 
Smolensk and its environs. November 6, 1943 / 
/ TsGAOR USSR, f. 7021, CI 116. Protocol No. 19.

6.	 Message of former prisoners of war doctors 
A. S. Pogrebnov and P. P. Erpylev about the 
destruction of Soviet prisoners of war by the 
Germans / / ACGK, f. Smolenskaya oblast, 14, l. 
22-28.

7.	 Summary act on the atrocities committed by 
the Fascist occupiers against peaceful Soviet 
citizens and prisoners of war in the Smolensk 
region. Not earlier than January 25, 1945 // 
State Archive of the Smolensk region (GASO), 
f. 1630, op. 1, St. 61, 367, l. 10-11 vol. Published 
by: Smolensk Region during the Great Patriotic 
War. 1941-1945. Documents and materials, 
Moscow, 1977, pp. 325-329

8.	 From the report of the Extraordinary State 
Commission for the Establishment and 
Investigation of the Atrocities Committed 
by the German-Fascist Invaders and their 
accomplices on the destruction of the city 
of Smolensk and the atrocities committed 
against Soviet citizens. November 8, 1943

9.	 Information about the atrocities of the 
German invaders against Soviet citizens in 
the mountains. Smolensk and its environs 
and its environs during the occupation period 
(July 1941-September 1943) October 15, 1943, 
Smolensk. Central Archive of the FSB of Russia. 
F. K-72. CI 1/25. L. 128-131.

10.	Protocol of interrogation of witness Alexey 
Nikolaevich Smirnov. September 28, 1943 
GASO. f. R-1630. CI 2/29. L. 145-146.

11.	 Information about the atrocities committed 
by the German occupiers in gor. Smolensk. 
October 10, 1943. Central Archive of the FSB of 
Russia. F. K-72. CI 1/25. L. 124-126

5
Modern photos of the memorial



18 19

Published data

1.	 No statute of limitations: crimes of the Nazis 
and their accomplices against the civilian 
population in the occupied territory of 
the RSFSR during the Great Patriotic War. 
Smolensk region: Collection of architectural 
papers.  O. V. Ivanov, Editor-in-chief, Moscow: 
Svyaz Epoch Foundation; Kuchkovo Pole 
Muzeon Publ., 2020, 656 p.

2.	 All destinies are merged into one...: According 
to declassified arch. doc. To the 60th 
anniversary of the liberation of Smolensk 
region from the Nazi invaders. Smolensk: 
Magenta Publ., 2003. 152 p.

3.	 Documents accuse: Sat. doc. on the monstrous 
crimes of the German-Fascist invaders in 
the Soviet territories. Issue II / Extraordinary 
State Commission for the Establishment and 
Investigation of the atrocities of the German-
fascist invaders and their Accomplices, 
Moscow: OGIZ; Gospolitizdat, 1945, 392 p.

4.	 Smolensk in the Occupation: a photo album / 
S. A. Amelin, D. A. Ivochkin, I. A. Trapeznikov. 
St. Petersburg: Historical Illustration, 2015, 435 
p. (in Russian)

5.	 Boris Menshagin: Memoirs. Letters. Documents 
/ Comp. and subg. Text by P. M. Polyan, St. 
Petersburg: Nestor-Istoriya Publ., 2019.

Unpublished

1.	 Reference on the mass extermination of 
captured soldiers and commanders of the 
Red Army by the Nazi invaders, as well as the 
civilian population in Smolensk concentration 
camp No. 126. October 21, 1943 GASO. F. R-1630. 
Op. 2. D. 29. L. 104-116–. 
Published. All destinies are merged into one...: 
According to declassified arch. doc. To the 
60th anniversary of the liberation of Smolensk 
region from the Nazi invaders. Smolensk: 
Magenta Publ., 2003. 152 p.

2.	  Information about the atrocities of the 
German invaders against Soviet citizens in 
the mountains. Smolensk and its environs 

7
List of archived sources

Memorial map
6



20 21

and its environs during the occupation period 
(July 1941 - September 1943). October 15, 1943, 
Smolensk. Central Archive of the FSB of Russia. F. 
K-72. Op. 1. d. 25. L. 128-131. 
Published. Smolensky Krai, No. 9, 2022, pp. 
66-68.

3.	 Protocol of the interrogation of Alexey 
Nikolaevich Smirnov. September 28, 1943 
GASO F. R-1630. Op. 2. D. 29, l. 145-146–.

4.	 Information about the atrocities committed 
by the German occupiers in gor. Smolensk. 
October 10, 1943. Central Archive of the FSB of 
Russia. F. K-72. Op. 1. D. 25. L. 124-126. 
Published. Smolensky Krai, No. 9, 2022, pp. 
68-69.

5.	 This must not be forgotten. Memoirs of 
a former prisoner of the Dulag 126 camp 
Kazimirov Mikhail Mikhailovich. February 22, 
1963 GANISO. f. R-142. Op. 2. D. 554. 
Published. Smolensky Krai, No. 9, 2022, pp. 
50-60.

1.	 Avramenko S. M. " There is nothing to spare for 
Russians...": Dulag 126 Smolensk-a camp for Soviet 
prisoners of war.Voenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal. 
2021. No. 9. pp. 36-45–.

2.	 Amelin S. A. Camps of prisoners of war during the 
German occupation of Smolensk. 2022. No. 9. pp. 
3-8–.

3.	 Amelin S. A.Sistema soderzhaniya voennoplennykh 
v Smolenskom v 1941-1943 godakh [The system 
of keeping prisoners of war in Smolensk in 1941-
1943–]. 2022. No. 9. pp. 9-25–.

4.	 D. S.'s story Matematicheskaya morfologiya: 
Elektronnyi matematicheskii i mediko-
biologicheskii zhurnal Smolenskogo 
gosudarstvennogo meditsinskogo universiteta 
[Mathematical Morphology: Electronic 
Mathematical and Medical-Biological Journal of 
the Smolensk State Medical University], vol. 24, 

List of scientific literature
8

issue 1, 2025. http://mbiomorph67.ru/N-85-
html/rasskaza/rasskaza.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

5.	 Shved A. A. German military unit Dulag 126: 
"pedigree", organizational and staff structure, 
regulatory documentation, lists of personnel. 
Matematicheskaya morfologiya. Electronic 
Mathematical and medico-biological journal of 
Smolensk State Medical University. Volume 24. 
Issue 1. 2025. http://mbiomorph67.ru/N-85-
html/sved/sved-2.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

6.	 Schneider A Captivity. Soldiers and officers of 
the Red Army in German captivity: The Fifth 
Rome, 2022. 608 p.

7.	 Smolensk under the Nazis: Everyday Life 
in Occupied Russia. By Laurie R. Cohen. 
Rochester Studies in East and Central Europe. 
Edited by Timothy Snyder. Rochester, NY: 
University of Rochester Press, 2013. P. XIV+364.

http://mbiomorph67.ru/N-85-html/rasskaza/rasskaza.pdf
http://mbiomorph67.ru/N-85-html/rasskaza/rasskaza.pdf
http://mbiomorph67.ru/N-85-html/sved/sved-2.pdf
http://mbiomorph67.ru/N-85-html/sved/sved-2.pdf


22


